
Seven South County Men 
Arrested in Drug Raids 
RICHMOND - Teams of 

local, state and federal law 
enforcement officers arrested 
seven South County men 
yesterday morning on charges of 
conspiracy, possession and 
intent to sell approximately 1,500 
pounds of marijuana found on a 
farm here. 

The seven were arrested at 
their homes in Richmond, West 
Kingston and Narragansett in 
raids staged between 7 and 9 
p.m. yesterday. They were 
arraigned before Judge Robert 
J. McOsker in Fourth District 
Court in West Kingston 
yesterday afternoon. 

Judge McOsker set $50,000 bail 
on each of the felony counts 
facing the defendants. All were 
charged with possession of 
marijuana with intent to deliver 
and conspiracy to violate state 
drug laws. The court set Sept. 21 
hearings on all of the charges. 

Among those arrested after 
the discovery of the pot on the 
Kingston Turf Farm on South 
County Trail (Route 2) was 
Stephen D. Bouchard, 30, the 
brother of the farm's owner, 
Brian Bouchard. 

Stephen Bouchard, of West 

Kingston, was charged with 
conspiracy and possession of 
marijuana with intent to deliver. 

Stephen Bouchard was 
released on $100,000 surety bond 
posted by Brian Bouchard, 
according to court records. 

Harold M. Borges, 29, who 
reportedly lives and works at the 
nearby Washington County Turf 
Farm faced similar charges. He 
was remanded to the Adult 
Correctional Institution in lieu of 
$100,000 surety bond. 
Washington County Turf 

Farms is owned by Stephen 
Bouchard's father, Joseph M. 
Bouchard, and another brother, 
Darrell Bouchard. 

Borges could face future 
charges in connection with the 
recent arrest because it was 
reported he had received 
probation and a deferred sen
tence last December on charges 
of breaking and entering and 
larceny. 

Stephen W. Collis, 29, of 
Narragansett was charged with 
the misdemeanor of possession 
of marijuana, possession with 
intent to deliver and conspiracy. 
He was remanded to the ACI in 
lieu of $105,000 surety bond. 

John J. DiVincenzo, 24, of 
Narragansett was charged with 
possession with intent to deliver 
and conspiracy and was 
released on $100,000 bail, posted 
by his uncle John K. Quinn of 
Hope Valley. 
Stephen B. Laskey, 27, of 

Narragansett and John L. 
Mercer, 27, of Glen Rock Road, 
Richmond, were each charged 
with possession with intent to 
deliver and conspiracy. They 
were both remanded to the ACI 
after failing to post separate 
$100,000 surety bonds. 

Charles J. DeConti, 26, also of 
Narragansett was charged with 
conspiracy and two counts of 
posession of marijuana with 
intent to deliver. He was 
released after his mother, Mary 
DeConti of Barrington posted 
$10,000 cash and her home as 
security. 

According to the complaint 
sheets, the seven are charged in 
connection with alleged ac
tivities between Aug. 15 and 17. 

Capt. Edward D. Pare, chief of 
the state police detectives said 
yesterday's raid was based on 
information uncovered last 
week in drug sweeps in Warwick 

and North Kingstonw. 
Police confiscated $10 million 

worth of marijuana, arrested 25 
persons and claimed the raids 
disrupted a major drug-
smuggling ring in the region. 

Police were apparently led to 
the secluded and unused potato 
storage shed after the farm's 
owner reportedly became 
suspicious and contacted South 
Kingstown police. 

The action resulted in 
discovery of the marijuana 
packed in 29 bags on a loft in the 
shed. 

Involved in the arrests were 
Richmond, South Kingstown and 
state police, along with an agent 
of the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 

New Jersey state police, ac
ting on information supplied by 
Rhode Island troopers, Wed
nesday searched a motel room in 
Montville, N.J., and seized six 
pounds of marijuana and $600 in 
cash. Police there said the room 
had been registered in the name 
of Kingston Turf Farms. They 
believe one of the men arrested 
yesterday may have rented the 
room. 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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29 bales of 4pof found in Richmond; 5 nabbed 
State and local police today seized 

about three quarters of a ton of marijuana 
and arrested five persons in a raid on an 
old potato shed on South County Trail 
(Route 2) in Richmond. 

The 29 bales of marijuana were found 
in a second-floor loft of a vacant shed. 
The shed, once used as a storage building 
by a potato farm, had tools and machin
ery inside. 

Based on the estimated street value of 
recent marijuana seizures, the bales may 
be worth between half a million and $1 
million, depending on the quality. 

• • • 
IN A RELATED drug raid. New Jersey 

state police early today entered a motel 
room, seized 40 pounds of marijuana, 
$600 in cash and arrested one person. 

Capt Edward D.Pare, head of the 
Rhode Island state police detective divi
sion, said the New Jersey raid was 
connected to the Richmond seizure. 

He would not specifically link today's 
seizures to an international drug smug
gling ring uncovered by police last week. 

Story by Candace Page; reported by staff 
writers Gerald S. Goldstein, David A. 
Crombie, Mark Patinkin. John P. Silva 

and Harry V. McKenna of WEAN. 

But Pare said the Richmond raid was 
based on information developed in raids 
in Warwick and North Kingstown last 
week that led to the discovery of the ring. 

More than seven tons of marijuana, 150 
pounds of hashish and about $400,000 in 
cash was seized previously by police 
during separate raids in North Kings
town, Jamestown and Warwick. The 
raids came several days after customs 
officials allowed the Dorchester, a myste
rious, empty "fishing vessel" manned by 
a Colombian crew and without a captain, 
to leave Narragansett Bay. 

Twenty-five persons have been arrest
ed in connection with those arrests. 

The shed where today's raid took place 
is owned by Joseph M. Bouchard, but 
police said he had no connection with the 
marijuana. 

THREE OF THOSE arrested are fror 
Narragansett and two are from Rich 
mond, Pare said. He said they would b 
charged later today. He would not releas 
their names immediately. 

State police used a hydraulic fork lift t 
remove the bales from the loft. 

Pare said the bales had been stacke 
neatly and covered with plastic am 
burlap, much as other caches of marijua 
na seized last week. 

Police entered the shed at 9 p.m. las 
night, acting on a search warrant issue 
early in evening by Judge Robert J 
McOsker. The building was unlocked an< 
unoccupied. 

•YESTERDAY, Atty. Gen. Julius C 
Michaelson announced he has requested i 
statewide grand jury — the first eve 
called in Rhode Island — to hear evidenci 
involving the 25 persons already arrestee 
in the drug case. 

Michaelson said he expects the grant 
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