
To Eliminate Dangerous Underpass 
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The New Haven Railroad underpass at Shannock, one of the most 

dangerous highway hazards in Rhode Island, is to be eliminated by 
the Department of Public Works this summer. Oresto DiSaia, director 
of Public Works, says, "It is the blindest curve I have ever seen." 

The elimination of the underpass will develop into a major project. 
The Public Works Department has estimated the cost at $509,880. How
ever, because the federal government is participating in grade removals 
to the tune of absorbing 90% of the cost, Rhode Island stands to pay 
very little for this big improvement. 

Plans for the project have been prepared and bids will be asked in 
June. Plans call for a new underpass and an entire new road system 
approaching the underpass from both sections. The latter, according 
to Mr* DiSaia will necessitate a $10,000 land condemnation for right of 
way privileges. 

TJhe underpass in past years has been the scene of several serious 
accidents. 

Director worried over closing Route 2 bridge 
By KELLY CARTER 

R I C H M O N D — The planned 
closing of the railroad bridge on 
Route 2 in March " w i l l have a 
tremendous impact on rural roads of 
Richmond," Public Works Director 
Robert Kenyon told the town council 
Monday night. At Kenyon's request, 
the council voted unanimously to ask 
state Department of Transportation 
(DOT) officials for a meeting on the 
closure of the railroad bridge. 

In a map he gave to the council, 
Kenyon traced the roads he thought 
would be impacted by the bridge 
closure. The roads are Shannock Hill 
Road, North Road, Lewiston Avenue, 
School Road, and Kenyon Road. 

While the bridge is closed for nine 
months of construction, detour signs 
w i l l be posted on both ends of 
highway — at Route 138 in South 
Kingstown and where routes 2 and 

112 meet in C h a r l e s t o w n — 
instructing drivers to use Carolina 
Back Road (Route 112) and Route 
138 to pass through the area. Kenyon 
said residents wi l l take the back 
roads i n s t e a d of the s ta te -
recommended detour. 

"My feeling is...most people will 
go o v e r S h a n n o c k H i l l and 
Lewiston," Kenyon said. 

" T h i s w i l l cause havoc in the 
v i l l a g e s , " said President Ron 
Newman. 

Kenyon said the DOT estimated 
that 4,000 to 5,000 vehicles a day 
travel the Route 2 railroad bridge, 
which will be raised 1.7 feet to make 
room for electrical wires Amtrak is 
installing as part of its Northeast 
Corridor Improvement Project, in 
which railroad tracks from New 
Haven, Conn, to Boston are being 
electrified. 

Work on the bridge was originally 
planned to begin this month. But 

DOT officials have negotiated with 
the contractor, Aetna Bridge Co. of 
Pawtucket, to postpone the $1.9 
million project until March, 1996, 
s a i d D O T s p o k e s m a n J o h n 
Woodhouse. D O T simply needs 
some signatures on a change order to 
make the postponement official. 

Some work may begin before 
March, Woodhouse said. However, 
the bridge closure is set for the 
spring. 

Gardiner Road 
In other business, the council 

authorized another road project. 
Kenyon said South Kingstown 
officials have told him they want to 
upgrade part of Gardiner Road, 
w h i c h runs th rough E x e t e r , 
Richmond, and South Kingstown. 

South Kingstown has pledged 
$15,000 and wanted matching funds 
from Richmond to upgrade 1,000 feet 

of road, starting at the James Trail 
intersection, said Kenyon. He urged 
the council to take advantage of the 
"opportunity." He said he didn't 
want to lose the money pledged by 
South Kingstown, which shares about 
2 ,200 feet of the road w i t h 
Richmond. He noted the engineering 
is complete on the project, and the 
engineering has been approved by the 
state Department of Environmental 
Management (DEM). 

The council voted unanimously for 
the $15,000 project, which will affect 
about 12 to 14 Richmond residents 
on the road. 

In the past, Gardiner Road residents 
have complained to both Exeter and 
Richmond town councils about 
flooded roads, washed out streets and 
driveways, and icy conditions in the 
winter. At several meetings, the 
councils have discussed plans to 
improve the road. 


