
Chemical 
Fire and 
Aftermath 

Firefighters (top 
photo) douse the re
mains of a chemical fire 
in a Quonset hut at Car
roll Products on Route 
91 in Wood River Junc
tion early this morning. 
This photo was taken at 
2:30 a.m. by firefighter 
Chuck Niles because 
large amounts of 
chemical residue 
prevented Sun 
photographer John 
Koulbanis from ap
proaching the site. 
More than 30 
firefighters were taken 
to South County 
Hospital in Wakefield 
because of exposure to 
the chemicals, but only 
one man was admitted 
to the facility. Area 
residents were 
evacuated from their 
homes for a short time 
by state police to escape 
fumes from the fire. 
(Below, left) the debris 
from the fire is visible 
in daylight, in this pic
ture taken today by Sun 
photographer Steve 
Szydlowski. The cause 
of the fire and possible 
hazards from the 
chemicals are not yet 
known. 
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Treated After 
Chemical Fire 

BY JANET THOUIN 
WOOD RIVER JUNCTION - Thirty-four area 

firefighters were transported to South County Hospital 
in Wakefield early Sunday following exposure to 
chemicals while battling a blaze at Carroll Products on 
Route 91 

The fire, reported Saturday at 11:45 p.m., was confin
ed to a steel Quonset hut used for storage, according to 
Hope Valley-Wyoming Fire Chief Fred Stanley. 

State police said an undetermined number of residents 
who live in the vicinity of the company were evacuated 
from their homes for a few hours to escape fumes from 
the fire. 

A hospital spokesman said all but one of the 
firefighters — who included members of companies 
from Alton. Carolina. Richmond and Charlestown — 
were treated and released. Alton Fire Chief Timothy 
Brusseau. who was admitted for smoke inhalation, was 
in good condition this morning. 

State Department of Environmental officials who 
were at the scene could not be reached today for infor
mation concerning the chemicals involved. However, 
M.T. West, secretary of Carroll Products, said this mor
ning photo-sensitive diazo chemicals were among the 
substances stored in the hut. which was gutted by the 
fire. 

Stanley said the blaze, which was extinguished by ap
proximately 2 a.m.. was probably one of the worst 
chemical-related fires which has occurred in the area. 

"The men did an excellent job under the cir
cumstances." Stanley said. 

He said a building located 10 to 15 feet from the hut was 
of major concern to firefighters because it contains 
several 50-gallon drums of hazardous material. 

Firefighters were ordered to use breathing apparatus 
because the fumes from the fire were toxic if inhaled in 
large amounts. Stanley said. 

He said those taken to the hospital, which included ap
proximately half of the firefighters at the scene, were 
examined tor side effects from the fumes. 

A hospital spokesman said pnemonia can develop 
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when any type of smoke is inhaled. Stanley indicated the combination of water with the chemicals created an acid which covered equipment and protective clothing worn by the firefighters. "Tremendous amounts of equipment have to be cleaned," he said, adding that some is probably damaged enough to require replacement. 
The area near the hut will also need "guite a bit of clean-up," Stanley said, noting that some of the acid had washed into the Wood River. 
Stanley and Hope Valley-Wyoming Deputy Chief Thomas Rekowski were taken to the hospital after falling into a ditch which contained the water-chemical mixture. 
Officials at the state Fire Marshall's office could not be reached for comment today regarding the cause of the fire. 
West said damage at the site has not been assessed, but termed the fire a4'considerable loss.'' 


