
WHEN WILL IT FALL? — This leaning brick chimney at the old Dow Woolen Mill in Wyoming has been in this precarious position for many years. (Sun Photo) 

Leaning Stack, High and Tall, 
Question Is: When Will It Fall? 

uhtner\y Sua- j\)»JI*/ For years school children in 
the Hope Valley and Wyoming 
area have been fascinated by 
the leaning brick chimney and 
wonder if and when it will fall. 

One youngster wrote to The 
Sun to say the chimney appears 
to be leaning more and more 
each year and why it continues 
to stand amazes him. 

The 60-foot high chimney has 
been leaning almost from the 
day It was built, according to 
old-timers in the village area. 
Some say the chimney was 
constructed about 75 years ago, 
and another man who worked 
there said it was built in 1939 
by a Westerly contractor, the 
late Frank Iacano. 

Why the chimney continues 
to lean is a puzzle. It is located 
on the bank of a small brook 
which carries water from below 
the Wood River Dam at rear 
of the mill where the chimney 
stands, into Wood River at the 
Wyoming Bridge. 

The chimney has been such 
a common sight that people who 
live in the Hope Valley and 
Wyoming area (it is right on 
the line) pay scant attention 
to it. But school children, 
intrigued by the laws of gravity, 
and visitors, wonder at the 
sight. 

The tall smokestack poses no 
problem, should it topple (o 
earth. Unless all the laws of 
gravity are violated, it will fall 
across the small brook into the 
brush and woods. However, 

when it will crumble is strictly 
conjectural. There is another 
leaning landmark in Pizza, Italy, 
that has remained standing for 
generations, despite its 
precarious appearance. 

The leaning brick chimney is 
part of the old Dow Woolen 
Mill complex that flourished 
during World War II. The mill 
was operated by the late Don 
Dow and his partner, Morton 
Curry and was a busy industry 
in the early 1940's. 

Since then, the mill fell on 
a number of misfortunes, was 
sold and resold, and used for 
varied industrial and business 
purposes. 

The present owner of the 
partially burned and partially 
demolished structure is Herman 
Wyss, who lives on Route 165 
in Exeter. Wyss purchased the 
place five years ago, and built 
sailboats there. He has since 
sold the boat building business 
and now confines his activities 
to building aluminum masts. 

Wyss said his boat was the 
Sea Sprite, and about 300 were 
manufactured in the building, 
a section of which is preserved 
and suitable for manufacturing. 
These are sailboats, he said, 
which found their markets 
mostly in Rhode Island, with 
a number of them, about 50, 
in Watch Hill and Weekapaug 
waters. 

Wyss, like the school children 
and the tourists has stared and 

(Cont inued on Page Two) 

stared at that leaning chimney, 
and he too, wonders when it 
will fall. He has had time to 
use bis imagination on the 
smokestack and says by 
counting the number of bricks 
in the rows, counting the rows, 
and doing a little juggling with 
figures, has estimated it took 
20,000 bricks to build it. 


