
Valuable Stud Horse Lost in Alton Blaze 
A registered quarter horse 

stud, valued at $3,000, died when 
fire leveled a barn on the James 
Hurley property on Sandy Pond 
Rd., in the Woodville section of 
Richmond early this morning. 

Hurley estimated the total 
loss, which included the barn 
built only last winter and some 
hay and tools at $6,000. The 
damage is covered by insurance, 
he said. 

The Woodville man said he 
received a call from a neighbor 
at 4:15 a.m., .stating the barn 
was on fire. At the same time the 
neighbor's wife had put a call 
in to the Alton Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

Hurley said the barn was 
completely engulfed in flames 
when he ran out into the yard 
and it was impossible to rescue 
the horse. 

Chief Richard Heines Jr., of 
the Alton Fire Department said 
he put an immediate call into the 
Hope Valley Fire Department 
for assistance upon receiving 
word of the fire. "It apparently 
had been going for some time 
and the walls were about ready 
to collapse when we got there," 
Chief Heines stated. 
He said firemen pumped 2800 

gallons of water on the blaze to 
extinguish it. Pressed into 
service for the first time by the 
Alton firemen was their 1,000 
gallon tank truck which had 
been commissioned only two 
days ago. 

Although there was no water 
available at the scene, Chief 
Heines said the pumpers and 
tank trucks provided the 
firemen with all the water they 
needed. 

During the blaze, Chief Heines 
said two propane gas tanks used 
to supply fuel for heat and a 
lantern exploded on the rear side 
of the barn, but there were no 
injuries. 

The fire started either from 
spontaneous combustion caused 
by the storing of green hay in the 
barn or from the lantern. Chief 
Heines said the owner of the 
property was not sure if the 
lantern had been left burning. 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Alton Fire Company served 
coffee and toast to the firemer 
upon their return to the station 


