
Records Include Original 
1753 TownMeetingW arrant 

100-Year-Old Handwritten Tax Lists 
Unearthed Among Historical Items 

By WILLIAM E. HARRIS 
A veritable treasure chest of old 

documents of all descriptions, rang
ing from old militia lists to faded 
newspapers, has been unearthed by 
three workers sorting the large 
accumulation of records at the 
Richmond town hall. 
, One of the documents, a town 

meeting warrant, dates back just 
199 years to 1753, only six years 
before the town was incorporated. 

Papers a hundred years old have 
been common in the huge stacks of 
material sorted by Mrs. Hazel 
Dyson, town clerk, Nathaniel S. 
Lewis, town treasurer, and Daniel 
R. James, tax assessor. 

Many of the old records have 
been of unusual interest to James, 
for several bear the signatures of 
his grandfathers. Daniel Kenyon 
and Reynolds James. Kenyon, once 
a state senator, was a tax assessor 
like his grandson. 

Several old tax lists, dated in the 
1840s and 1850s, carefully hand
written and still almost totally 
legible, bear his signature. 

Signatures of grandfather James, 
once a justice of the peace, have 
been found on records dating back 
as far as 1S30. 

Cleanup Ordered 
The cleanup was ordered by the 

Richmond Town Council after the 
mass of records so jammed the 
vault that workers could hardly get 
in it. The overflow, of which there 
was considerable, was piled helter-
skelter atop the vault. 

Last week, the cleanup crew had 
weeded out enough worthless mate
rial to fill a dump truck. The scrap 
was given to the Alton Fire Com
pany to sell. 

The task of sorting the material 
is greatly complicated by the fact 
that much of the material is of in
terest historically, and furnishes 
much of the background for the 
long history of the town, but at the 
same time cannot be classified'as 
material needed for full town rec
ords. 

Valuable, But to Who? 
A good example is the large 

stack of books piled neatly along 
one wall of the vault. The books 
contain acts of resolves considered 
by the state legislature many, 
many years ago. 

Commented treasurer Lewis, 
"We are sure that these books are 
of value to some one. but we do not 
know who." 

Cohort James on the detail has 

salvaged many items for his scrap-
book, and in the course of the sort
ing has taken a great deal of kid
ding about the value of some of 
those items. 

The task is not a speedy one nor 
is it accelerated by the frequent 
close examination of an interesting 
relic of years past. 

Interesting, Dusty Work 
And they have been innumerable. 

The pile has yielded old tax books, 
probate records, town correspon
dence, proclamations, records of the 
keeper of the poor, old newspapers, 
town meeting warrants, voting 
lists, militia lists, finance records, 
auction bills, estate inventories, ex
pense vouchers and court records. 
Even records from other towns, 
such as Exeter, Hopkinton and 
South Kingstown have been uncov
ered. 

The accumulation has caused 
'many days "oTintercsting. if dusty, 
work, but hardly as many as it 
would take to read an historical 
novel which could be based on the 
incidents and records so long pre
served and unknown. 

OLDEST BOOK found in 
being examined by Lewis, 
of 1804 fo 1847.-

the vault is this financial ledger 
It contains records for the period 

NEATLY BOUND IN WALLPAPER 1825 Richmond justice recorc 



THEY G O 'WAY BACK, these old records 
being sorted out during the 'housecleaning' 
project at the Richmond Town Hal l. Comb-

„ ing through what remains of a small mountain 
of accumulated material dating back to I 753 

are, left to right, Nathaniel S. Lewis, town 
treasurer; Daniel K. James, assessor, and Mrs. 
Hazel Dyson, town clerk. James is holding a 
probate record dated May 29, 1830. 

SOUTH COUNTY-WESTERLY 

THE WAR IS OVER, t !- R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r . 
that is. Mrs. Dyson Wnids a copy of the 
proclamation tell ing fff the 'cessat ion of 

arms, as well by sea as I tnd' between Amer-
i w n m i \  l l l l l i u l i v p a n a , 

ne old truck until such time as 1 

ica and England. The proclamation, dated 
Apr. 22, 1783, is signed as a true copy of 
the original of Apr. I I, 1783. 

—State StatLPhotos. 
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DON'T HURRY TO THIS AUCTION, it already took p l a c e — 
98 years ago. The bill being 'posted' by the town treasurer 
is dated Sept. 4, 1854, and is one of the many oddities found 
in the town hall vault. The notice is for the 80-acre farm 
of the late Nathan Lillibridge. 


