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'A track doesn't bring any more riff-raff than any other kind of business,' says Frank P. Kennedy (left) of Rich
mond Democratic town committee, shown discussing track with George Barber in a service station. 

—Journal-Bulletin Photos hy Ren I.aime 

Residents Confused, Afraid 

Richmond Reaction 
To Track Guarded 

By EDWARD R POWELL AM) BEN LAIME 
Reaction to the race track issue in Richmond yesterday 

was alternately caustic and guarded as residents appraised 
the Town Council's vote Thursday for a town-wide ref
erendum on the issue. 

A random survey among 13 residents, who were asked 
about their feelings on the establishment, of a race track 
in town produced only seven replies. 

Some who withheld comment said they were confused, 
while others said they were afraid. A school teacher said 
she did not wish to comment "because I'd lose my job." 
One said: "I'd better not comment. I'm in business." 

Of those who did speak on the subject, four were 
strongly against the race track, one for, and two others 
had not made up their minds. 

"I'm going to do all in my power to fight this race 
track."' said Severet Pearson of Carolina. He added: "As tar 
as I'm concerned the council could have refused to allow 
1 his to come before them. Maybe they need another close 
election to convince them what the people want." 

Lester L. Archer of Carolina, a Boy Scout leader and 
fire captain at the Charlestown Naval Auxiliary Landing 
Field, said: "I've seen what happens to a community when a 
race track moves in. I lived in Burrillville for many years 
and when the track operated there, it seriously affected the 
moral climate of the community. It especially hit the youth 
of the tow n." 

"Heck." Frank P. Kennedy Sr.. a garage mechanic, said. 
"A track does not bring in any more rill-ratf than any other 
kind of business. As far as the revenue is concerned I'm 
fully in favor of it. I want to study all the particulars be
fore I finally make up my mind. I think this referendum 
could confuse a lot of people." 
**-Wj1liam Noka of Alton said he favored establishment 

of a track. "The town really needs the money. J: people" 
want to spend money on racing they are going to do so 
anyway; Why not have some of that money in Richmond?" 

Mr. Pearson charged the Council with "opening the 
Hood gates. It's going to be hard to close them." He added, 
"These people running this track idea are not coming to put 
money in the town — they're here just to take the 
monev out." 
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. nothing against es-
ishment of a race 
k': William Noka of 
rch Street. Alton. 

' . . . definitely against . . . 
I can see no need for it 
whatever': Mrs. Arthur R. 
Smith, a housewife. 
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Mrs. James Greenhalgh of Alton said: "I think a race 

track would be very disagreeable for the people to have right 
under their noses. You must consider the people who live 
in the town.'' 

Mrs. Arthur R. Smith said: "I am very strongly opposed 
to a race track. I have two children and I just don't think 
that a race track would provide the proper atmosphere for 
growing children. Some of these things start off with good 
intentions, but I'm sure it would get out of hand. There is 
no use for a track here." 

Both Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Greenhalgh were critical of 
the town council's handling of the race track proposal. Mrs. 
Greenhalgh said that "anytihng that is going to affect the 
town like a race track should be discussed by the council 
in the open before taxpayers."' The council meetings with 
Westerly proponents of the race track in Richmond have 
been held behind closed doors. 

Mrs. Smith said: "People are confused. When an im
portant ihins like the Chariho School came up there was ade
quate discussion before people were asked to vote in a ref
erendum. The town council should have held open hearings 
on the race track question before things reached this point," 
she said. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Louis E. Perreault. R-Richmond. said 
last night that he had received in yesterday's mail official 
notice from the town council requesting him to seek state 
authorization for the town-wide vote. 

He said he would confer with the town's representative, 
William H. Hopwood, within the next few days. "I could be 
that we will advise the town council that they should call 
in the town solicitor and draw- up the legislation themselves,'' 
he said. 

He noted that "if they (the town council̂  draw it up 
the way they want it presented. 1 will introduce it as the 
town council directs me to do.*' 

Aske'd for his position on establishment of a race track 
in Richmond, the senator said; •"Right now I don't know 
if it would be good or bad. Whether we could get S30.000 
from a track or whether it would prove a financial liability 
and nuisance is a question. I don't think we should buy a 
pig in a bag,*' he said. 

' . . . the drawbacks far ex- ' . . . aren't coming to put 
ceed the extra revenue money in the town. They're 
that might come . . just here to take more mon-
Lester L. Archer, ey out': Severt Pearson. 


