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Richmond's Trailer Park 
July 27, 1970 The Editor, The Westerly Sun, 

As a court hearing will be held regarding the travel trailer park in Richmond I will not comment upon that except to say that Louis Addessi has never, as reported recently and at other times by the Richmond Town Councils, operated either the trailer park or the camping area in such a way that it constituted a public nuisance and a health hazard. 
The water supply, sewage disposal system, plumbing connections, and garbage and trash disposal have always been scrupulously maintained, and the only "public nuisance" involved is that residents in the Hillsdale area don't want the area and roads used by anyone but themselves. Accusations that are a matter of public record are reported in the papers whether true, false, or misleading, and it is very difficult for the accused to refute the charges publicly. 
The Richmond Town Council is seeking to keep the Hillsdale Mobile Home Park limited to 10 trailers, a number which cannot support its owner. Following a session in court recently, I heard the council president refer to "allegations" Mr. Addessi has recently made, and he could have been referring only to circulars Mr. Addes9i had printed against the recent zoning ordinance. 
Also, members of these last two councils have publicly mentioned Mr. Addessi's "attitude." We feel that reviving the limit of 10 set unjustly by the previous council is reprisal for the circulars and his "attitude." It appears that a council can make ordinances and rulings which may be illegal; one must obey unfair, possible illegal rulings or take the matter to court or give up. Wait until zoning moves into] high gear. Richmond residents' objections and fears were qualmed when the people were told that the zoning ordinance provides for exceptions. Ha! Requests will be granted or denied suited to the pleasure of only certain people. 
Louis Addessi applied for a license to develop and operate a 50-site (at least) trailer park in 1965. He felt that a trailer park would be a good business to run as he grew older while deriving income from his property to support his family. At that time there was no zoning, there was only an ordinance governing trailer 

parks. He was ready and willing to comply with the ordinance even though the required extra-large lot size provided much less income for the expense involved than smaller lots allowed in surrounding towns. It quickly was apparent that every possible means would be used to prevent him from developing the park — he had to overcome many barriers set up by the town officials. 
One example: when he 

ordered electrical service he 
found that the company had 
been informed that the park 
would never be allowed to come 
into existence. 
He experienced frustration after frustration in his endeavors to develop a legal trailer park. We were two independent Individuals accustomed to subsisting by our won efforts. We worked hard and put every possible penny into the venture, and we could not afford to take the matter to court. 
Because of the opposition we were subjected to extreme mental and emotional strain while struggling physically and financially. The only alternative was to give up the park. This is what the town officials wanted and this is what we were determined not to do. I would describe in detail our sufferings but this i letter would then be too long; let me say that finally we reached the point when we had to ask for assistance from the welfare department. This was a serious personal blow from which we will never recover. After three months of receiving food and clothing from the State, the town council would not approve our receiving aid any longer and it was suggested that we give up the park and that Mr. Addessi return to his former occupation. 
Instead, I found employment to earn the family income though we had hoped to delay this 'move until our youngest child was at least school age. Finally, after enduring more emotional strain than I ever thought I could endure I reached my limit — I had to remove myself from this terrible stress and now my husband and I are separated. I have forced myself to not dwell on the memories of the last few years, and raising the children and working has helped in this respect. However, this latest court action has brought back to my mind all of the horrible details, and as I know we were deliberately wronged I will help him try to obtain justice. 


