
FO'S 
OVER RI 

About 7 -.30 pm on Feb
ruary 7,1973,acallcame 
in from Hope Valley re
porting a low flying object. 
A woman referring to her
self as a Mrs. 'M'said that 
a huge, saucer-shaped 
thing had come in from the 
northeast just about tree-
top level and had hovered 
over Locustville Pond for 
approximately tenminjtes. 
While Mrs. 'M' watched it 
from her kitchen window, 
it sat blinking very sharp, 
twinkly red, blue and white 
lights. 

Mrs. *W described the 
object as appearing to be 
about the size of the 'Good 
Year* Blimp, only appear
ing round instead. As far 
as she could make out with 
all of the lights flashing 
around it. The object seem
ed to be surrounded overall 
by a sort of white vapor, 
likp a fog or a cloud. Tv0 

strong, white beams shone 
upwards from what she jud
ged was the rear of the 
craft. 

Mrs. <M' went outside 
to observe whether or not 
there was any sound coming 
from the object. There was 
none that she could hear 
and after hovering for ten 
minutes, the object slowly 
rose to two or three hun
dred feet and moved sort of 
lazily to the southeast. 
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lazily to the southeast. 
Mrs. 'M' said that this 

was the second time within 
a week she had seen a sim
ilar object over the same 
section of the pond. The 
first time had been the 
previous Sunday night, the 
4th of February, at about 
the same time. Mrs. 'M' 
said that she was so fright
ened and unsure about the 
thing, that she neither men
tioned it nor reported it to 
anyone. Upon this second 
encounter, although still 
frightened and upset by the 
thing, she felt she had to 
report it to someone. What 
had impressed and fright
ened her the most, she said, 
was the piercing brightness 
of the blinking red, blue and 
white lights. They were 
unlike any lights, aircraft 
or otherwise, that ahc had 
ever seen before. And the 
fact that such a sizeable 
object could move, stop, 
and move again with emit
ting any noise was defin
itely unnerving. 

Although on the subse
quent evenings of the 8th 
and 9th of February, I 
cruised the area of Locust-
vllle Pond, I did not ob
serve anything unfamiliar. 

Then on the following 
Sunday evening, the 11th of 
February, Mrs. 'M' called 
to report that the UFO had 
returned and was presently 
hovering again over the 
same section of the pond. 
Mrs. 'M' was reluctant to 
give me any more informa
tion as to her name, loca
tion or telephone, but she 
did say that the UFCs 
location was the lower sec
tion of the Pond toward the 
western shore. 

I immediately left 
for the area, but again upon 
arriving at and cruising the 
area 20 minutes later, I did 
not encounter the UFO. 
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Shortly after the Lo-
custville Pond UFO sight
ing at 7:30 pm on Feb-
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ruary 7th 1973, unknown 
to mo, a similar occur
ence took place at 8:00 pm 
the same evening just six 
miles south, at Wood Ri
ver Junction. 

Not until several days 
later did I hear that there 
was a report in the West
erly Sun, of a UFO sight
ing. I immediately went 
to the Sun, identified my
self, turned up the page 
with the report on it, and 
found the name of Mr. and 

Mrs. "G." 
I called at their home 

and talked with Mr. and 
Mrs. "G" and their two 
children, and received the 
following: 

At approximately 8:00pm 
on the evening of the 7th, 
the family had gathered 
in the living room to watch 
television. The "G" home 
is located high up on 
Shumankanuc Hill with a 
large picture window fa
cing the United Nuclear 
Plant down in the valley. 
The drapes on the"G's" 
picture window were open 
and Mrs. "G" sat half 
facing the window but wa
tching television. 

As the family watched, 
a strange series of shim
mering lines trickled ac
ross the TV screen some
what similar to the inter
ference caused by an auto
mobile's faulty spark plug. 
These lines however, were 
shorter, sort of wormy, and 
remained shimmering on 
the screen rather than 
crawling slowly up the 
screen like the spark plug 
Interference. 
Suddenly, something made 

Mrs. "G" look out the pic
ture window. When she did, 
she saw moving slowly in 
from the Northwest, a 
large, circular object with 
brilliant white and red 
lights all around it. The 
lights seemed to be flash
ing intermittently. 

After calling the atten
tion of her husband and 
children to it, they watched 
the object mo-'e slowly over 
the United Nuclear Plan1 

and stop. They estimated 
the height of the object 
as being no higher than 
200 feet and seeming to be 
30 to 40 feet In diameter. 

The night was clear 
calm, and the moon waj 
nearly full and low on th< 
eastern horizon, giving 
light enough to just dls 
tlnguish hill and tree lines 

As the craft hovere< 
over th» fjucinar plant, th' 
lights on it seemed to cir
culate, the center under 
neath appeared to be spin 
ntng, and when Mr. "G 
stepped outsidê  he was 
surprised to realize tha 
absolutely no noise wai 
comluj from 'he object 

Mr. "G" stepped back 
inside and as the famil) 
alternately watched TV ant 
the picture window, th€ 
UFO hovered over the Nr 
clear Plant flashing it 
lights and maintaining i 
altitudp for the next tv 
and one half hours. 

At approximately 10:' 
pm, the UFO appeared 
heighten the brilliance 
its flashing lights, then 
slowly drifted southeast 
over the trees, still main 
taining its altitude, and dis 
appeared over the trees. 
As it did so, the strange 
shimmering lines on the 
"G's" television screen 
faded away. 

Since the Locustvllle 
sighting occured at 7:30pm 
and the Wood River June 
tlon sighting took place 
8:00 pm on the same even 
ing, with the UFO 2" 
proachlng from me nor 
it would seem that the sa 
object had been observed 
both points, Locustville 
Pond being just six miles 
north of Wood Rive 
Junction. 



UFOs 
There is only one known fact about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) and that is there are about as many theories about their origin as there are people. No other space-related subject, except perhaps space travel itself, has fascinated Mankind so long as those sightings we today have labelled UFOs. Contrary to popular belief, UFOs haven't just popped up since people started fooling around with nuclear physics. Ancient civilizations reported seeing strange lights and objects in the sky and while it is true some of these objects could have been "natural" phenomena such as meteors, comets and extra bright planets, there were many descriptions that could not be explained logically. 
As far as UFOs are concerned, times have changed little. While today we have sophisticated devices that can track and identify objects in the sky, the UFOs can often befuddle the best of science's electronics. About 20 years ago, a scientist published a book that offered scientific explanations for about 80 percent of UFO sightings. Solutions to the puzzles ranged from bright planets such as Venus which can be seen at times in broad daylight, to mixing of gases emanating from sources as low as a swamp to as high as the rarified regions of the atmosphere. Many UFOs, it has been shown, are caused by light refractions in the lower atmosphere. A temperature inversion layer, for example, has been known to reflect a car's headlight beams miles away where they appear as bright spots dancing in the sky. But there remains that elusive 15-20 percent of sightings for which there are no ready 

explanations, often because evidence is so slim. And then, of course, there are always the hoaxes. Many people are apt to scoff at UFO sightings and certainly there are many who see things in the sky and do not tell for fear of being ridiculed. On the other hand, there are many who have witnessed sightings and who spoke out with firm convictions. For thousands, reflected light beams, extra bright planets, and luminiscent gases simply are not adequate explanations. UFOs seem to have some patterns. For example, certain regions are more prone to UFO "visits* than others and we have one such area in and around Wood River Junction. An analysis of UFO sightings back to the turn of the century, indicates that their frequency alternates with major conflicts. During war years, the number of sightings declines and during "peace" years, the number increases. Presumably one could conclude that when people are more worried about the survival of their own skins, they are less apt to search for unusual things in the sky. 
The theories abound and that is probably a good thing. For thousands of years, we dreamed of traveling to the moon. But now that we've done it, a bit of mystery has been lost to us star-gazers. Along with that, a little magic has disappeared, and while moonlight may still be romantic, the moon itself has been placed into the cold realm of reality. If anyone ever came up with a valid explanation that answers the UFO question once and for all, then Mankind would lose one more thing on which to use his imagination. And we all may be a little poorer. 


