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By MICHAEL PARE = HOPKINTON — There is an 
awful lot to see at the Hack and 
Livery General Store, located on 
Main Street, in the heart of Hope 
Valley. But, sooner or later, says 
Doug Yattaw, everyone ends up 
at the penny candy counter. 
"The adults are worse than the 

kids," Yattaw says. "Kids these 
days are more used to candy 
bars." 
Yattaw and his wife Peggy 

have operated the popular store 
since 1977. Their son, Jason, 22, 
a student at the University of 
Rhode Island, helps out. 
The Yattaws bought the store 

in 1975 and immediately went to 
work renovating it. And before 
he opened for business, Doug 
Yattaw made sure he did his re
search, to learn about the 
building's rich history. 
According to Yattaw, the struc

ture was originally used as a 
livery stable during the middle 
to late 1800s by George Barber 
— until shortly after the turn of 
the century. 
People traveling from 

Providence or nearby Connec
ticut would often stop in and rent 
a horse and buggy so that they 
could conduct their business for 
the day — usually at one of 
several textile mills operating in 
the area at that time. 
"It was a very prosperous town 

'Its difficult to put 
a finger on just 
what we have in 
our store./ 

— Doug Yattaw 
at the turn of the century," he 
says. 
Today the Hack and Livery of

fers a virtual smorgasbord to its 
visitors. 
"It's difficult to put a finger on 

just what we have in our store," 
Yattaw says. • 
From penny candy — which no 

longer costs a penny — to col
lectible items such as stuffed 
animals, wind chimes, potpour
ri, and scented candles. 
Climb the store's stairs to the 

upper level and it's Christmas 
time in Hope Valley. If you're 
looking for that very special or
nament — you're sure to find it 
on the second floor at the Hack 
and Livery. 
And you'll also find one of the 

Yattaws, who always have time 
to talk to their customers. 
"We probably spend most of 
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our time talking to our cus
tomers rather than working," 
Yattaw says with a smile. "We 
like to offer that personal ser
vice. I guess that's one of the 
things that brings people back." 
Yattaw says it is the customers 

who make working at the store a 
pleasure for he and Peggy. 
"The best part is meeting and 

talking to people every day," he 
says. "It's incredible how many 
different people walk through 
that door." 


