
HIGH S C H O O L S P O R T S Love of baseball and people are Skip Kenyon's legacies 
East Greenwich athletic 

director Art Kershaw didn't 
need a lot of words to eulo
gize Skip Kenyon. 

"He loved baseball and 
he loved people," said Ker
shaw after hearing of Keny
on's death last week. 

Kenyon, the longtime 
Chariho basebaH coach, 
died last Thursday at age 
68. 

Last week was a bad one 
for the Rhode Island sports 
fraternity, which lost two 
legends — Joe Mullaney 
and Kenyon. Joe's legend 
extended throughout the state and 
beyond the Rhode Island borders. 
Kenyon's legend, on the other 
hand, was pretty much centered 
around the turf farms and beach 
areas of Charlestown, Richmond 
and Hopkinton, the three towns 
that make up the Chariho regional 
school district. 

They traveled in different circles, 
but both Mullaney and Kenyon had 
a passion for their games, and were 
more concerned with helping oth
ers reach their potential than 
enhancing their own images. 

Kenyon spent 39 years teaching 
English to thousands of high school 
students. But it was his 30-plus 
years as the Chariho baseball coach 
that made him a South County leg
end. 

He combined his love of teaching 
with his passion for baseball, and 
hundreds of teenage boys were the 
beneficiaries. 

Kenyon took over the varsity 
baseball program at Chariho in 
1966, and the first year there he di
rected the Chargers to the state 
championship. That was in the days 
when there was only one title for 
all of the state's high schools. 

His teams never won another 
state title, but for three decades un
der Kenyon's direction Chariho's 
baseball teams usually were around 
at playoff time despite being one of 
R.I.'s smallest high schools for most 
of that period. 

One of the big reasons for his 
success was that Kenyon always 
had time for a kid who wanted to 
make the most of his talents. 

His willingness to help his com
munity extended well beyond the 
baselines. He was secretary and 
chairman of the board of directors 
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for the Hope Valley-
Wyoming Fire District. He 
was one of the founders of 
the Chariho Cowboys youth 
football program, and he 
organized and was the first 
director of the Richmond 
recreation department. 

But you sensed it was 
when he was on a baseball 
field that he was enjoying 
himself the most. 

He loved baseball and he 
loved people. Skip Kenyon 
would want to be remem
bered that way. 


