
FAREWELL TO A FIREFIGHTER 

DANIEL HYLAND / The Sun 
Firefighters place the casket of Herbert L. Arnold onto the fire truck, above, at his funeral at the Carolina Volunteer Fire 
Association's complex, named for Arnold. The truck, below, carried him to New Fernwood Cemetery in West Kingston. 

'Mr. Richmond9 touched a community 
By Eric Creamer 
The Sun Staff RICHMOND - "Mr. Richmond" was laid to rest Friday. Herbert Lester Arnold, 87, of Old Usquepaug Road, died on April 15, but his legacy, which was highly described at a memorial service Friday at the H.L. Arnold Fire and Safety Complex on Richmond Townhouse Road, will live on. "He stood for right and wrong, not to gain attention," said the Rev. Byron E. Waterman of Queens River Baptist Church in West Kingston, where Arnold was a longtime member. "His integrity was impeccable, and he was a good old Rhode Island Yankee." Dubbed 'Mr. Richmond' by The Westerly Sun in past articles and by townspeople, Arnold was known for his civic work. 

See Arnold, Page 7 
For more photos, see the Sun Images 

gallery at thewesterlysun.com 
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2TE" , m e t h G e " t r a n c e t 0 t h e f i r e h o u s e n a m e d f o r Herbert L. Arnold, above, at Arnold's funeral on Friday. The former 
town counclor was n.cknamed "Mr. Richmond," and many members of the community turned out to say farewell below 
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from page 1 

Born in Sterling, Conn., in 1918 and one of 10 children, he moved to Richmond in 1947 and immediately became involved in his community. An 18-year member of the town council serving as a Republican, eight of which he was council president, he also served on the Carolina Fire Association for 45 years, was treasurer of his church for 44 years, was the town's first Police Commissioner and Carolina Fire Tax Collector, was instrumental in starting the Washington County Fair, a Merit Badge Counselor with Boy Scout Troop 1 Richmond and was a charter member of the Richmond Historical Society. 
He and his wife, Virginia, were married for 65 years. 
"He had a knack for making people do what they didn't want to, willingly," said Waterman. Playing politics was never his game. He did everything for others." 
The memorial service brought over 100 people to the Richmond-Carolina Fire District building, which was dedicated and renamed in Arnold's honor. Police officers and firemen stood at attention in line at the entrance to the building while bagpipes played before and after the service. There were pictures of him with his family, friends, coworkers and in campaign brochures. 
"He was a special man," said his daughter, Susan Sosnowski, a Democratic state senator representing South Kingstown and Block Island. "He cherished life and everyone around him. He was always ready to lend a helping hand and never afraid of a worthwhile challenge. He was always thrifty and knew the value of a dollar." 
She told how Arnold, the son of Norman and Alice 

Arnold, delivered newspapers as a child in Wakefield and played on the golf team and played the clarinet while a student at South Kingstown High School. Sosnowski said he worked at a meat market and as a golf caddy before becoming a credit manager in the steel industry. 
Rhode Island Supreme Court Justice Frank Williams said that Arnold would have made "a great lawyer or judge." 
"We were friends for over 30 years, and when he'd call me, I would hear 'Frank, is that you? Herb here.' He had innate fairness and a lot of courage. His place will be proud of him." 
Carolina Fire District Chief Scott Barber, who's also the town's public works director, said Arnold "was a friend to everyone." 
"He earned the title as 'Mr. Richmond," said Barber. "He's considered one of our town's founding fathers." 
Fire District Capt. Brad Fuller said that Arnold welcomed him when he first came to the area. "He welcomed me with an open handshake and made me feel comfortable," he said. 
Richard Millar, the district's treasurer for 15 

years, said "he was one of a kind" and "had a way of correcting you that was very insightful." "He showed South County spunk," said Millar. 
As a town councilor, he helped to start the Richmond Water District due to ground water being contaminated by leaking gas tanks. His efforts led to an appearance on '60 Minutes.' 
"I was on 60 minutes for 60 seconds," Waterman said Arnold told him. In addition to Sosnowski, he was the father of H. Richard Arnold of 

Richmond. After the service, his casket, draped in an American Flag, was hoisted onto the back of a Carolina Fire truck and to be brought to New Fernwood Cemetery in West Kingston. 
Tb comfort the array of mourners, Waterman versed a quote from the Bible's Book of John. "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die." 
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