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RICHMOND — Renovating the 

former carriage shed into a 
meeting house would cost less 
than constructing a new building. 

According to a study completed 
by the Historical District Com
mission, the estimated cost of 
$80,000 to $148,687, according to a 
study done by the Richmond His
torical District Commission. 

The commission has recom
mended that the town transform 
the carriage shed to a public 
meeting hall in the February 
report. 

The commisson also recom
mends that the town work to stop 
further deterioration of the build
ing, to retain its historic presence 
in the community, and transform 
the building "through ap
propriately creative rennova-
tions," to a meeting hall. 

The commission contacted 
several Rhode Island contractors 
and architects who specialize in 
renovations and reconstruction 
of historic buildings to determine 
costs "while maintaining the 
basic integrity" of the building. 

Builders consulted said that the 
cost of building a new building 
would cost much more, with one 
stating it would cost "twice as 
much." 

A portion of the shed was con
demned and slated for demolition 
in 1991 until Building Official 
Michael Feraco rescinded the 
order in January of this year. 

The front portion of the build
ing houses a Richmond-Carolina 
Fire District truck. 

Feraco said the original report, 
dated Nov. 20, 1991, "is invalid 
due to lack of substantial 
evidence regarding the struc
tural condemnation of the build
ing," although he did cite several 
problems with the shed. 

Feraco said there is a need of 
footings and/or foundation work 
on the building, as well as 
evidence of rot in the roofing 
boards. The roof of the garage at
tachment is in disrepair and one 
section of the floor is rotted as 
well, but "the basic frame and 
bpams are in fair to good condi
tion," Feraco said. 
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favor of keeping the building and 
having it renovated. 

"It will give our children a 
sense of 19th century Richmond 
going into the 20th century,'' he 
said. "There are a myriad of pos
sibilities for this building." 

According to the history 
provided in the report, the car
riage shed, built in 1886, was first 
approved in 1885 to "provide shel
ter and convenience for local 
residents to park carriages and 
tether animals wile attending 
town meetings or conducting 
business at the town hall." 

The report states, "The intent 
to build the 21-by-160 foot-long 
shed "demonstrated the town's 
serious intent to encourage par
ticipatory democracy at the local 
level." 

By the early 1940s the 
bathrooms were closed in the 
shed and its original purpose — to 
function as a pre-industrial park
ing garage — was pre-empted by 
the need for storage space, the 
report reads. 

Some council members also 
support saving the shed. 

"The original order condemn-
ing (the shed) was 
inappropriate," said Town Coun
cilor Henry Oppenheimer at the 
council's March 3 meeting. 

"We've come close in the 
eleventh hour to saving it and we 
came very close toward losing 
it," said Councilor Jeffery Gross. 

The council will form a needs 
assessment committee to ex
amine the building. Once the 
committee has information to 
report, the council will meet in a 
workshop to discuss the future of 
the building. 

Town Planner Joseph Lombar-
do said that making the carriage 
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shed into a meeting hall would 
free-up badly needed space in the 
town hall. It would also allow for 
more than one meeting to be held 
at a time, he said, and make 
meetings handicapped-
accessible. Currently, some 
meetings are held on the second 
floor of the Town Hall when the 
first floor meeting room is being 
used. 

To make the shed into a use
able meeting room, the company 
Preservation Cooperative Ltd., 
suggests fabricating a new floor 
system, constructing new walls, 
fabricating a new ceiling system 
and installing a bathroom. The 
appraisal done by the company 
also includes doing all electrical 
work to code and fixing the ex
terior of the building. The es
timated cost by Preservation 
Cooperative is $148,687. 

Grenier Construction Company 
listed many of the same renova
tions, including a paved parking 
area on the north side of the 
building. The estimate for the 
work was between $80,000 and 
$100,000, with the estimated cost 
of constructing a new building 
$180,000 to $240,000. 

' ' A l l o f t h e 
contractors...seemed to take a 
keen, professional and creative 
interest in preserving, reviving 
and transforming the carriage 
shed," said commission Presi
dent Mary Sullivan, who 
prepared the report for the 
council. 


