
A Flemings Tradition 
Lives On 

By MARIA J. MACKLEM 

WYOMING — Hayden James 
Fleming, a salesman for a clothing line, 
operating out of a Bronx. N Y . store 
owned by his parents, on Amsterdam 
Avenue, moved with his sister to 
Wakefield. R.I . . and in 1937 opened 
the original Fleming's in Wakefield. 

Eight years later. Hayden Fleming 
married Alice Goodwin, a Wakefield 
girl, and in 1947, their only child, 
Hayden James Fleming. Jr . . was born. 
In 1964. Hayden Sr. died and Hayden, 
Jr . graduated from high school the 
following year, in 1965. Together with 
his mother, the business was carried 
on. 

From age 14, Jim spent after-
school hours and summers 'growing 
up in the business.'" This made the 
transition possible. Three years after 
graduation from high school, the family 
opened the Chariho branch. Finally, in 
1973. the Wakefield store was-
closed and Fleming's had a single 
home base in Wyoming. 

The following are some of J im's 
comments: What are the big changes 
you have seen? "Retailing as a whole 
has changed since 1973-74. Not only 
have we diversified a lot, but the effect 
of the oil embargo of that time pro
mpted price increases in the world of 
plastic. That involves packaging. Just 
stop to consider what that means! 
Also, people's shopping habits chang
ed. Higher gas prices meant limiting 
distance travelled. Some even sold 
their homes and moved closer to their 
jobs. As cars became more efficient, 
the next embargo of 1979-80 did not 
affect the area as drastically. Although 
prices were higher, there was not the 
impact of the earlier embargo. The 
Chariho area, as shown in surveys, is 
one of the biggest growth areas in the 
state, and especially in the last 2-3 
years. You know, it's only V2 an hour 
to Providence from here! Interstate 95 

is a mighty important factor. The com
muter express to Providence and Elec
tric Boat have a big influence, too. 

What has built the Fleming reputa
tion? It's a family name. We have 
everything. We maintain a level of 
quality. Our staff of 18 are very friend
ly. They like to be a part of Fleming's, 
and that rubs off on the customers. 
One of our people has been here 17 
years; two have 14 and 15 years each; 
and another has 11-12 years. There 
are two assistants in management. 

Hayden James "Jim" Fleming, Jr. carries out a 50-year old family tradition of 
serving the community they helped establish at Fleming's Department Store in 
Wyoming. 

Where do we get our merchan
dise? We have a membership in a buy
ing co-op based in Chicago, serviced 
out of Manchester, N.H.. a distribution 
center for this area. This accounts for 
about V2 of our buying. The remainder 
is from sources we have had for years. 
We get to Chicago for the "show", and 
this determines our trends. But we 
always have uppermost in our mind 
the area we service and the buying 
habits. After 50 years, you should! 
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Do you see competition as a 
threatening factor? Not really. This 
operation is unique. We have 
"regulars" from North Stonington, 
Connecticut, for instance, only 71/2 
miles away via I95. They prefer the 
ease of shopping here in Wyoming. A 
survey shows this part of R.I. and Con
necticut in the shape of Big Apple #2. 

J im Fleming is a good nature 
man. who smiles easily, and is doin 
exactly what he likes to do. A pictur 
of Hayden James Fleming III, age 7 
sits on his desk; and Jim is also 
parent of four step-children. Hi 
business, and his family, and hi 
mother, who continues to have an a: 
five interest in the business, fills his lif 
with interests, variety, and satisfactior 

What are the hours of business 
Businesses have to be flexible! Worl 
ing couples have determined 01 
hours. 


