
Mobile Home Tenants 
Victims of Legal Battle 
By THOMAS C. GAR1EPY 

The James Goulart family 
moved to the Hillsdale Trailer 
Park in Richmond more than 
three years apo "to escape 
the slums." Their trailer is 
the least expensive way to 
live, and Mr. Goulart has 
worked two jobs just to make 
ends meet. 

Donna Brousseau is a young 
Navy wife whose husband is 
en route to Vietnam. The cou
ple and their young child 
moved to the park because 
there was no room in the 
trailer park at the Quonset 
Naval Base, where Mr. Brous
seau is stationed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Quintin 
moved to Richmond from 
Pawtucket to get away from 
the city. They would like to 
own a home, but cannot af
ford to do so. 

These three families, and 13 
others who live in the Hills
dale Trailer Park, now are 
being asked to move out be
cause of legal action brought 
by the town against its owner, 
Louis Addessi. 

None of them want to move, 
and, for the vast majority, 
there are no trailer sites 
available anywhere else in the 
state. 

"They want to close the 
park down and there's no 
place for anyone to go," said 
Mrs. Phoebe Goulart, who, 
like most of the park's resi
dents, is worried about being 
forced to leave after investing 
time, money and fond memo
ries in one location. 

"We'd have to go back to 
the slums and go on welfare." 
she said, adding that it would 
be a financial impossibility to 
give up their trailer. "You 
can't raise a child in the 
slums. They have to have a 
place to live." 

" I don't know what we'll 
do." said Mrs. Brousseau. 
"We need new tires before the 
trailer can be moved." 

"Anyway, there's no place 
else to go," she said, thinking 
of the bleak prospect that she 
and her child will be forced 
into the strenuous process of 

moving without her husband's 
assistance. 

for the Quintins. the situa
tion is slightly different. Al
though Mr. Quintin said that 
"this was the only park in the 
state that would take us," he 
admits that he and his wife 
could move back to a city 
apartment. "But neither of us 
would like that." 

Whatever their reasons for 
wanting to live in Louis Ad-
dessi's trailer park, tucked 
away in the northeastern 
comer of the town on Gar
diner Road near the Exeter 
town line, most of the tenants 
are wondering why they have 
become caught in the middle 
of a long-standing feud. 

Estimates of when the trou
ble between Mr. Addessi and 
the town actually began vary 
from person to person, as do 
the causes of the difficulties. 

The legal action, according 
to many sources, came after 
Mr. Addessi permitted more 
than 10 trailers in his park. 
The town council had set a 
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limit of 10 trailers several 
years ago, with the stipulation 
that the owner could apply for 
more if he were found able to 
take care of the first trailers. 

Mr. Addessi contested the 
restriction, saying the council 
had previously issued him a 

permit for 50 trailers. As a 
result, the sources say, he re
fused to pay a two dollar 
monthly fee for each trailer, 
as required by town law. 

The case has been carried 
to Superior Court, with the 
latest development a ruling 

by Judge Francis J . Fazzano 
that the tenants should be 
asked to leave and the park 
closed until a decision is 
reached in the case. 

The case has been con
tinued until June 2, with both 

parties hopeful of a decision 
at that time. 

The prospect of moving is 
more than an inconvience tq 
many of the trailer owners 
town police found out a week 
ago when they notified the 
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tenants that they must move. 

"The police came here and 
told me to leave immediate
ly," Mrs. 'Joulart recalled. " I 
asked them, 'Where am I sup
posed to go?' and they just 
shrugged their shoulders." 

"It's as if we could pack it 
up on cur backs and carry it 
away," she added. 

"Th : , is our first trailer 
park ' said Mr. Quintin," the 
only park in the state that 
would take us. I wouldn't 
want to move back to the city 
for anything." 

" I wish I had money to buy 
a place of my own, but that 
takes a lot of money," he 
said. " I have to like it here," 

r he smiled.. "I'm putting 500 
nailes a week on my car com
muting to work in Paw-
tucket." 

Tenants said they had 
checked with trailer parks 

. throughout New England — 
one man said he had surveyed 
30 such parks' — and had been 
unable to find space. Among 
the problems they complain 
about are a reluctance on the 
part, of many trailer park 
owners to rent to families 
with children or animals. 
Some trailer parks they said, 
are only open to people who 
buy their trailers from the 

park owner. For Navy fami
lies, such as Mrs. Brousseau, 
the problem is the limited 
Navy housing. According to 
Lt. Col. Courtland Sawtelle, 
public affairs officer at Quon-
set Point Naval Air Station, 
there are 182 occupied trailer 
spaces at the base and 40 
more under construction, and 
there is a waiting list for 
those. 

A check with trailer park 
owners by the Journal-Bulle
tin confirmed many of the 
Hillsdale residents' com
plaints. Children and dogs, 
though not prohibited, were 
unwanted and familes with ei
ther were discouraged; trailer 
park owners sell trailers to 
renters—"Sure. It's got to be 
that way."—and space is at a 
premium.—"Sure I'd like to 
rent space to everyone. I wish 
I had five or six hundred 
spaces to make money on." 

Although members of the 
town council defend the legal 
p r o e e e d i n g s they began 
against Mr. Addessi, they ac
knowledge the tenants' prob
lem. 

"Nobody wants to see them 
put out," said Herbert L . Ar
nold, council president. "I'm 
riot in favor of their being 
evicted. It's very difficult to 
find places for mobile home 
living." 

He said the police actions 
were not ordered by the town. 
"Judge Fa/.zano ordered the 
chief of police to go to each 
tenant and tell them to 
move," he explained. "They 
not going to be able to leave 
right away, I realize." 

"This was the farthest thing 
from my desires," he con
tinued. "I'm kind of a softie. 
I'd like everything to be 
peaceful." 

Other council members 
were more adamant that the 
park be closed. 

"Nobody should be allowed 
to violate the law," said 
Robin B. Wright. "Mr. AAles-
sie didn't meet us halfway on 
anything." 

"The people are victims of 
circumstances," he admit
ted. "We're still trying to help 
them, although evidently 
they're pretty well filled up at 
other trailer parks. That 
presents a very big problem." 

Councilman James W. Moody 
agreed. "Unfortunately, it's 
really out of our hands. We 
revoked his license, but the 
court told him to close." 

"I'm certain that nobody's 
going to put them out into the 
street," he said. "We realize 
that they have a problem." 

"We'll be trying to find 
places for these people," said 
Ronald J . Richard," but 

whether we'll be able to is 
something that remains to be 
seen." 

" I don't think we'll have 
any choice but to close the 
park," he observed. "This 
man has been operating ille
gally." 

"The way this has turned 
out, we're the bad guys," Mr. 
Richard said. "But it's one of 
those things, I guess. You're 
on the council, and you live 
with it." 

At least two councilmen 
also mentioned the fact that 
previous town councils have 
received complaints from 
park tenants about Mr. Ad-
dressi's conduct toward them. 
One councilman said the past 
complaints could have in
fluenced the present council's 
attitude toward the park 
owner. 

But the present tenants in
terviewed by a reporter 
seemed pleased. None said 
they had experienced any 
trouble with the park's facili
ties, and all praised Mr. Ad-
dressi's running of the 
grounds. 

Each mobile home has its 
own facilities for sewage and 
utilities, they said, and they 
were unanimous in praising 
the size of the lots. 

"You're not right up against 
your neighbor here," one man 

said. "I'll bet there aren't 
many parks in the state that 
have larger lots than this 
one." 

"He looks after everything 
here," said Ear l R. Vail, who 
moved to the park from Cov
entry with his wife and two 
daughters last December. 
"It's the quietest place I've 
ever lived in and I've enjoyed 
every minute of it." 

"There's no problem here," 
said Mr. Quintin. "We feel 
like human beings here. I 
don't think there have been 
any disturbances at all." 

Mrs. Goulart agreed, add
ing, "I've lived here three 
and a half years, and I think 
Mr. Addessi is a pretty nice 
guy." 

"Other people may have 
had trouble with him, but no
body here now has," she said. 

The residents are in agree
ment that the problems be
tween their landlord and the 
town must be settled if they 
are to be allowed to stay. 

Sitting on the other side of 
the fence, Mr. Arnold agreed. 
"We could picture a nice big 
trailer camp there," he said. 
"There's only one in town." 

"We don't want the park to 
close," the council president 
added. "It's an ideal spot for 
a trailer park." 

• 
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Louis Addessi Is Bitter but Compliant 
Louis Addessi is complying 

with a Superior Court order to 
close his mobile home park on 
Gardiner Rd.. Richmond but 
he's bitter at the town council 
over the turn of events that is 
forcing him out of business. 

Addessi claims the court order 
is working a hardship on him by 
depriving him of a means of a 
livelihood and is working a 
hardship on his tenants, who are 
having difficulty finding a place 
to relocate. 

The whole issue boils down to a 
squabble between Addessi and 
the Richmond Town Council on 
the number of trailers Addessi 
can keep in his park. 

The license issued by the town 
council restricts the park 
operations to 10 trailers. Addessi 
says he can't make a living with 
10 trailers in his park, charges 
the council edict is discrimatory 
and illegal and has housed 
anywhere from two to 19 trailers 
at a time. 

At the present, he said there 
are 17 trailers in the camp, 16 of 
them occupied. 

In compliance with the court 
order, Addessi served notice on 
his tenants they must vacate the 
premises as soon as possible and 
find a new location. 

The Richmond man was cited 
in contempt of court for refusing 
to abide by the 10 trailer 
restriction on Nov. 17, 1971 and 
on Feb. 7,1972, was served with 
the notice to cease his 
operations. 

Addessi said his park has 
operated in complete adherence 
with the state sanitation stan
dards and there have been no 
violations of the ordinance. 

Admitting the park closing 
will impose a severe ha rdship on 
his tenants Addessi said, "I'm 
having a harder job. This is my 
only income. I am too young to 
draw Social Security. I have a 
large investment, my 
lifesavings and hard work have 
gone into it." 

He has accused the town 
council of failing to cooperate in 
the matter. 

Addessi says he has lived up to 
the Richmond ordinance and his 

park has been in strict com
pliance with the regulations. 

"The only thing wrong that I 
did was to question the legality 
of the $2 utility fee for each lot 
paid to the town, "he said. Ad
dessi said the only reason he did 
not pay this charge is because 
there are 50 individual trailers in 
the town that are not paying this 
fee. 

"The only reason they are 
bucking me is that I constitute 
only one vote," he charged. 
"The others constitute probably 
100 or 150 votes. I've got a right 
to live like anybody else." 

Typical of the tenants in the 
Richmond Trailer Park is Mrs. 
Phoebe Goulart, mother of three 
and a park resident for 31* 
years. 

" I have lived 3M> wonderfully 
happy years here," she said. 
"There are no problems. Mr. 
Addessi has been very fair to us. 
Some parks can't even have 
children. What am I supposed to 
do get rid of my children. 
There's got to be a place for 
children to live." 

She said there has been no 
sewage problem at the park. 
"Definitely not," she declared. 
" I have done a wash every day 
for 3'/2 years. I bathe the 
children, I have no problem." 

Mrs. Goulart said she has 
everything in her trailer that is 
in a home including a dish
washer. " I have a beautiful 
home and I am going to lose it," 
she said. "If they make me move 
I have to give it up." 

Many of the park tenants, she 
added, are in the same boat. 
Some of them don't have 
children, but there are no parks 
open to them. Some of the 
operations, she pointed out, 
won't accept new tenants unless 
they plank down a $500 deposit. 

She said at the Richmond 
Trailer Park she has a 100 by 100 
ft. lot and all the conveniences. 

Shaken up by the eviction 
order and with little prospect of 
finding another location Mrs. 
Goulart said. "Where am I going 
to put my children, in a car." 
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Mrs. Carolyn Mederios is 
another who is affected by the 
park closing. She has been a 
resident there for one year and 
said she has been very happy 
with Mr. Addessi and his park 
operations. 

Addessi points out that 
relocation for the tenants poses 
many problems, and one is some 
parks won't take tenants unless 
they purchase their trailers 
from the establishments. 

In his park, he said, the 16 
occupied trailers have 15 
children, with water, electricity 
and sewage facilities for all. 

He said he increased his park 
from 10 to 17 trailers because he 
feels the restriction placed by 
the town council is discrimatory. 
"The town has tried to close me 
up from the very beginning," he 
charged. 

Addessi said he has 200 acres 
of property on Gardiner Road 
and has been permanent 
resident since 1944. He owns, he 
said 4,000 ft. on each side of the 
road. 

In reference to the trailer 
restriction Addessi says, " I 
believe Richmond's law is un
constitutional. I feel that the 
council uses discriminating 
tactics in law enforcement in the 
town. 

"Since 1965," he continued. "It 
has been the desire of all town 
officials that I must not be 
allowed to profitably operate a 

mobile home park in order to 
support my family and myself, 
despite the fact I own over 200 
acres in rural Richmond with no 
visible neighbors in sight." 

Of the 16 tenants in the park 
Addessi said half are military 
dependents and the other half 
are civilians. Only one will be 
moving out soon. That one, he 
said, leaves Thursday, but not 
because it has found a new park, 
but because the husband is in the 
Navy and they are sent to the 
Mediterranean. 

Still bitter at the council for 
the long drawn out battle over 
the trailer park Addessi said, 
"They've had all these years to 
grant me a license for more than 
10 trailers. How long do they 
intend to keep me to this low 
figure that I can't support my 
family with." 

Addessi was originally ap
proved a license for a trailer 
park on July 25, 1965 with the 
usual provision it be subject to 
the approval of the Rhode Island 
Department of Health and the 
town building inspector. There 
were no restrictions on the 
license at that time. 

When it was finally issued, 
however, June 13, 1966 it noted 
that the park should contain no 
more than 10 trailer units. 
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Trailer Park Owners Again 
Eye Operation Expansion 

By A . J . A L G I E R ' 
Sun Staff Editor 

RICHMOND — Following a two-year hiatus, 
Mark Enterprises is again seeking permission 
from the Town Council to expand its Gardiner 
Road trailer park. 

Hillsdale Trailer Park owners will present 
their plans to the council at its regular meeting 
tonight at 7:30 in the Town Hall on Route 112. 

Park expansion requests have, in the past, 
generated heated discussions and controversial 
hearings. 

Developer David LaRoche sought to expand 
the "adults only" trailer park from the easterly 
side of Gardiner Road to the westerly side in 
1986. 

Following several lengthy and controversial 
hearings, the council in a 3 to 1 vote, approved 
the expansion of the park. 

The east side of the park contains 72 units and 
operates under a non-conforming use while the 
west side which was developed after council ap
proval in 1987, contains 100 units on 90 acres. 

Trailer park owners are requesting the council 
lesson the density requirements to allow place
ment of trailers on less-than-required acreage. 

A previous council rejected LaRoche's reauest 
for expansion to the westerly side of Gardiner 
Road several times contending the plan did not 
constitute an expansion of the park but a new 
request. 

LaRoche's attorney Thomas Quinn on Pro
vidence insisted the expansion plan represented 
an expansion of the existing park which operates 
under a non-conforming use. Trailer parks are 
banned by ordinance. 

The council then reversed its position and 
agreed the west side of Gardiner Road did have a 
trailer on it at one time giving it "grandfather 
rights" to locate more trailers on the property. 

The council then amended its zoning ordinance 
to include a provision "provided that noting 
herein contained shall prohibit the expansion of 
pre-existing trailer parks and the increase in the 
number of single house trailers and mobile 
homes within pre-existing parks." 

Town Council President Pasquale DeBernardo 
was lone dissenter in the council vote indicating 
he viewed the east and west side of the property 
as two separate parcels and did not believe the 
owners possessed grandfather rights to the west 
side. 



Hillsdale Adult Mobile Home Community 
Gardiner Road, Richmond, Rhode Island 

W E A R E EXPANDING! D O U B L E & S I N G L E W I D E S A V A I L A B L E 

Taking Applications for 50's or Older 

S E V E R A L M O D E L S O P E N F O R I N S P E C T I O N 

Now you can afford a pleasant, enjoyable lifestyle in an atmosphere of clean air, tall 
trees and peaceful surroundings. 

These delightful, quality homes, each situated on 10,000 sq. ft. of countryside, are 
situated in an area of quiet rural charm, and arc convenient to shopping, services, 
highways, restaurants, and recreation. Each home side is tastefully landscaped and has 
lots of room for cook-outs, entertaining or jut plain relaxing. 

Various choices are available: 
• Stove and refrigerator • Built-in cabinetry 
• Large closets, etc. • Size 14x70 & 26x60 

The complete home for the selective buyer. Just move in and enjoy a quality lifestyle at 
an affordable price. Available in two bedroom models. 

P R I C E I N C L U D E S ; Water* Plowing* Rubbish Removal* Hurrican Tie-downs 

H I L L S D A L E 
Adult Mobile 

Home Park 
I 

N E W 
A R E A 

Ten Rod Road 

Wawaloam 
School J 

102 S 102 S 

Rte. 95 South 
to Exit 5A 

F O R MORE: I N F O R M A T I O N P L E A S E C A L L 295-2475 or 295-7090 / f p r f / ' * ^ 
Take 95 North to Exit 5A, Cross Rt. 3 to School, then follow map. Sboch u>o**y Sp<*r 
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