
Specialty Shop Offers 81 Herbs, 

One of the first things you 
notice when you walk into the 
Meadowbrook Herb Garden is 
the aroma. A sweet, sometimes 
spicy smell wafts from shelves of 
herbs, dried flowers and the 
greenhouse itself. 

Meadowbrook Herb Garden 
has been in existence since 1967 
and the present owners. Tom and 
Marjorie Fortier, began their 
careers there four years ago. 

Meadowbrook is more than 
just an herb garden, even though 
the herbs do make up most of the 
operation. 

According to Fortier. the 
greenhouse is the central part of 
the operation. Live plants are 
grown there, propagation for the 

fields takes place there and seed 
collection as well is done in the 
greenhouse. 

There are five acres of com
mercially grown herbs and dry
ing and packaging processes take 
place on the site. 

The herbs are sent to gour
met shops and health food stores 
all over the country and the 
Fortiers supplement the herb pro
duction with fine species from all 
over the world. 

Eighty-one herbs and spices 
and 64 herb teas, however, arc 
grown at Meadowbrook. making 
it a specialty shop — one for all 
tastes. 

There is even a small 
publishing company on site that 
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is a non-profit organization 
devoted to printing a quarterly 
agricultural bulletin. 

The publishing company also 
translates European agricultural 
and horticultural books into 
English. 

The Fortiers bought the herb 
garden as the original owner was 
retiring and this horticulturist 
trained the Fort ier ' s in the 
specialized knowledge needed to 
run the business. 

This knowledge, according 
to Fortier. is more than just hor
ticulture know-how, but the pass
ing down of a tradition. 

Both Tom and Marjorie 
studied agriculture and hor
ticulture in school, but feel that 
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their experience at the herb 
garden has been infinitely more 
v a l u a b l e . 

The gardens and greenhouse 
herbs are grown completely 
organically and the conditions are 
as environmentally stable as 
possible. 

Besides growing, drying and 
packaging herbs, the Fortiers also 
collect seeds, clean them and test 
them for germination, in adition 
to maintaining the landscape. 

There are two formal gard
ens on the site that are open to the 
public. These gardens are com
pletely labeled, so each plant has 
its common and Latin name. 

The greenhouse, together 
with the formal gardens, give a 

customer a complete picture of 
plant life. From seed to seedling, 
to foliage plant and. in the sum
mer, a flowering plant. 

The Fortiers train people 
from all over the United States in 
the organic method of growing 
herbs, teaching them what can be 
done and what the realistic limita
tions are as wel l . 

Inside the store one finds not 
only herbs, spices, fragrant teas 
and dried flowers, but also im
ported hand crafted toys, artistic 
stationary, and books on every 
aspect of gardening. 

Meadowbrook Herb Garden 
is open Monday through Saturday 
from 10 to 5. and Sunday from 
I to 4. 


