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LuchkaWill Heed Richmond 
Order to Eliminate Hazard 

K I C I I M O N I ) B e n j a m i n 
l.uchka of Charlestown said 
this morning he wi l l comply with 
the order n|' the Richmond Town 
Council directing him to remove 
or repair an old mi l l building in 
the Richmond section of Hope 
Val ley 

Luchka said he has conferred 
with two contractors to obtain a 
price to demolish the wooden 
portion of the old mi l l building 
that has been termed a safety 
hazard by town officials and 
residents of the area . 

L u c h k a s a i d he p lans to 
restore the rear part of the mi l l 
which is constructed of granite. 

T h e town c o u n c i l at i t s 
mee t ing Monday night 
instructed Joseph R . Gardiner , 
the building inspector to serve 
notice on Luchka to have the 
building demolished in 30 days. 

The council said if l .uchka failed 
to comply with the directive, the 
town would have the building 
razed at his expense. 

The building is part of the old 
Wood R i v e r Woolen M i l l 
complex that dates back into the 
lK8(>*s. The wooden portion has 
been in a state of disrepair for 
years and frequent complaints 
have been filed with the town 
council by area residents. 

l . u chka s a i d he p lans to 
restore the granite part of the 
mi l l building with permission 
from the building inspector. 

He said he is moving bailing 
machinery and scales and other 
equipment used in his paper 
salvage business out of the 
building in preparation for the 
demolishion. 

L u c h k a w h i l e ag ree ing to 
complv with the town counciLs 

order, said the council should 
take a look in some of the 
backyards in the area and look 
at some of the other buildings 
that should be condemned. 

The Charlestown man pointed 
out he has been choked out of 
business by Interstate-95 which 
eliminated the principal access 
to his plant and the sma l l bridge 
over Wood R i v e r which permits 
only K).000 pounds in weight as 
safe passage. 

He said his big trucks with 
40.000 pound loads cannot get 
access into the plant, forcing 
him out of business. 

Until 1-95 came into existence. 
Luchka used the Switch Road to 
get to the mi l l from the main 
highway. T h i s has been blocked 
off bv the interstate road. 

FOR SALE 

OLD BUILDING 
IN HOPE VALLEY 

Part being demolished; rest being destroyed. 4'/2 
acres of land with water rights, also large chim
ney. 

Call Ben Luchka 
364-7444 

/o/Si/-?* 
Council Orders 
Building Fixed 
Or Demolished 

The Richmond Town Coun
cil last night ordered the buid-
ing inspector to serve legal 
notice on Benjamin Luchka of 
Charlestown to have his dilap
idated building demolished 
within 30 days or improve
ments made within 90 days. 

Herbert L . Arnold, council 
president, said the council 
had met with Mr. Luchka re
cently to discuss the problems 
surrounding his property at 
the Wood River Mill on Mill 
Street in Hope Valley. 

Michael Ponichtera charged 
Ir. Luchka with only a token 

•ffort to correct the situation 
if the deteriorated wooden 
tructure and of defying the 
•ouncil's efforts to have it 

corrected. Mr. Ponichtera is a 
Democratic candidate for a 
council seat. 

Mr. Ponichtera said the 
council had given Mr. Luchka 
three years, and he hasn't 
been near the place during 
that time. He said, "It doesn't 
bother him." and claimed the 
council had been too lenient 
with Mr. Luchka. 

The last order the council 
gave was for Mr. Luchka to 
clean up the area within 15 
days but Mr. Ponichtera said 
only a token effort was made. 
He said the council should cn-
'orce its decision since. "Be-
ore he gets around to doing 
mything, someone will be 
;iHed." 

Mr. Arnold said the council 
lad had trouble with Mr. 
.uchka over the years, and 
;c was "quite defiant." 
The council ordered Joseph 

Gardiner, building inspector, 
o serve legal notice on Mr. 
^uchka to have the building 
lemolished within 30 days or 
enovatcd within 90 days. Mr. 
Vrnold said if the order was 
ot followed the building • 
.ould be condemned as un- \ 
itc and would be removed. 


