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Richmond Students Donate Peace Pole 
RICHMOND - Students in 
ine Carlson's gifted and 
lented program at Richmond 
lementary School recently 
•dicated what they hope is a 
sting monument to world 
sace. 
The students gathered in front 
the school Friday to dedicate a 

?eace Pole," an obelisk-shaped 
•lurnn bearing the message 
Hay Peace Prevail On Earth" 
different languages. 
The 68 students in the program 
illected money for the project 
rough various fund-raising 
torts. 
The Peace Pole Project was 
unded in Japan in 1955 by the 

Society of Prayer for World 
Peac2, a non-profit, non-
denominational organization. 

Carlson said there is only one 
other Peace Pole in Rhode 
Island, located at Roger Williams 
Park in Providence. 

In her remarks at the dedica
tion ceremony, Carlson explain
ed the reasons for the students' 
involvement in the project. 

" I have discovered over the 
years," she said, "that students 
are fortunately becoming more 
and more concerned about the 
fragility of our planet Earth." 

Carlson said although many 
people attending the ceremony 
were not living during World War 

I I , most grew up fearing nuclear 
war. 

"I t is because of that fear that 
my students, especially fifth and 
sixth graders, became actively 
involved in passing on their wish 
for global peace," she said. 

Enrichment program students 
in all grades spoke on their 
reasons for establishing the pole 
at the school. 

Brandon Angell, representing 
first graders, said the students 
wanted to show they care for all 
living things on the planet. 

In her speech, second-grader 
Erin Olsen said "No more wars. 
It would be as still as night." 

Stephanie Lamb, a third-
grader, described what the world 
would be like without war. "No 
one in Lebanon or Nicaragua or 
places like that would have to 
worry about letting their children 
out to play or to go to school," she 
said. 

'Together we can overcome 
death, destruction and poverty," 
said fifth-grader Amy Palmer 
"Our nation has more nuclear 
weapons than any other. But I , 
and many more, would gladly 
trade all those weapons for one 
day of rejoicing, peace and har
mony throughout this world." 

Sixth-grader Rebecca Russell 
said: "With world peace, all 

countries could share medical 
supplies, scientific information, 
food, shelter, education, ideas 
and happiness." 


