
Princess Red \
Weste r l y  Son  prcwp/'i- .̂ I Princess Red Wing, formerly Mary (Glasko) Congdon, 92, formerly of Dovecrest, Summit Road, Exeter, died Wednesday at the Scandinavian Home for the Aged in Cranston. Princess Red Wing was curator of the Tomaquag Museum, which she founded in 1958 with the late Eva Butler, an archeologist, in Tomaquag Valley in Hopkinton. The museum was later moved to Dovecrest in Arcadia. After the death of Mrs. Butler in 1969, she dedicated her work at the museum to her friend. Princess Red Wing had resided near the museum at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Dove, owners of the Dovecrest Indian restaurant, since 1962. Red Wing was known by diners there for her weekly reading of tea leaves. In an interview in 1986, she said she was taught by her "mother's older sister. I just read the symbols the tea leaves form. All things have meaning. I just look to see if things are clouded or clear.'' The Indian historian was known to generations of Rhode Islanders as Princess Red Wing of the Seven Crecents, Royal House of Pokanoket. Her lectures, publications and ceremonies brought knowledge of native American ways to thousands of non-Indians. Indians here regard her as one of the few persons who worked to keep their culture alive during the past five decades. About her lectures, she once said, "I want them to know the lovely things of Indianhood. So many things are not in the books. I can remember back 80 to 85 years myself, and I remember the things my parents and grandparents told me when I was young." 

In a teaching and lecturing career that spanned six decades, Red Wing spoke about Eastern Indian culture and history everywhere from the United Nations and universities around the country to local schools, libraries and scout troops. She was a member of the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame, and recipient of an honorary doctor of humane affairs degree from the University of Rhode Island in 1975, and addressed the United Nations as a 

PRINCESS RED WING 
representative of native Americans. 

Born in Connecticut of Wam-panoag and Narragansett Indian parents, she lived in Rhode Island since age nine. She attended Burrillville High School, the Friends Boarding School in Weston, Pa., and the New York Art School. From the 1920s until the mid 1970s, Red Wing maintained an extensive travel schedule of lecture dates throughout North America. The Universities of Florida, Michigan, Montreal, Connecticut and Massachusetts are among the places she had spoken. She addressed the United Nations in 1946. 
"I met Eleanor Roosevelt, Gromyko and a lot of other leaders at the U.N.," she told an interviewer in 1973. "When you're the only Indian in the place, they notice you." During the 1930s, Red Wing was invited to participate in a dedication ceremony at Mount Rushmore that included an American historical pageant. 



rtlliei iK.au U131UIH.UI , "I got the script," she recalled recently. "It spoke of the 'dirty painted savages of New England.' I sent it back and told them that they did not know their history of New England natives who, in that age of yore, jumped in the water every single morning to cleanse their bodies. I told them, 'No,' I would not take part as a 'dirty painted savage' or get any of my people to do it." 
One of Red Wing's greatest interests was teaching school children of all races and nationalities about Indian culture and legends. 
She helped hundreds of Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts receive their Indian merit badges, and taught nature courses and told legends at campfires at summer camps for 28 years. In the 1930s, Red Wing was one of the leaders of the Nar-ragansett tribal reorganization effort, and editor of the tribal 



newsletter, "Dawn." The historical pageants she helped organize at various public parks in Wakefield and South Kingstown during that decade helped to awaken a public awareness of Indian culture. 
Her seasonal ceremonies — such as the traditional Thanksgiving feasts and annual autumn cranberry festivals she held at the museum, the Kit-tlekaw ceremony she held to mark the end of the year-long mourning period for Mrs. Butler, and the ceremony she began to commemorate those who died at the Great Swamp Fight, introduced hundreds of non-Indians to Indian ceremonies. She was a member of the Smithsonian Institution, the Museum of Natural History and the National Historical Society, as well as several local historical groups. 
Red Wing received awards from a number of groups, including the Rhode Island Federation of Women's Clubs, the Boston Indian Council and the Rhode Island Writers Guild. Many persons attended a testimonial dinner in her honor in June, 1978. "My life work," she said recently, "has been to keep up the heritage of my people, teaching it to all races and nationalities, and especially to youth." Her first husband, Horace Peek, died in 1927. In 1936, in a ceremony at the Indian Room of the Narragansett Hotel, Providence, that combined traditional Indian and modern Baptist customs, she married Daniel Congdon, Sagamore White Oak that Bends, a Mohegan. Mr. Congdon died in 1959. She was a member of Berean Baptist Church, Burrillville. 
She leaves a daughter, Susan Miller of Warwick, a son, Walter Peek, an adopted son, Thomas Sanders, both of Tampa, Fla; a brother Francis E. Glasko of Burrillville; two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
The funeral will be private. Memorial contributions may be made to the Scandinavian Home for the Aged, 1811 Broad St., Cranston. 


