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According to this book of mine 
the Town of Richmond, 
R. I . , had quite a history of 
record before the town was 
(by act of General Assembly 
of Rhode Island) set off as a 
separate town from Town of 
Westerly. Along with towns of 
Charlestown and Hopkinton, 
Richmond was made a separ
ate town August 18, 1747. 

This is a tradition. Richmond 
was named in honor of Ed
ward Richmond, who was At
torney General at that time of 
the colony in 1677-1680. He took 
an active part in the settlement 
of Town of Old Westerly, R . I . , 
also. 

Edward and John Richmond, 
Jr., were early settlers of West
erly. John Richmond Sr. owned 
a house lot in Richmond sec
tion in Westerly, also. 

Richmond comprises an area 
of about 42 square miles — an 
average breadth of about seven 
miles from north to south and 
about six miles east to west. 

The history of Richmond dur
ing its settlement before 1747 
was the same for a period of 
68 years, as was Westerly, being 
a part of Westerly at that time. 
The early settlers came most
ly from Newport. 

One George Babcock settled 
in Richmond vicinity in 1709, 
and was one of the recipients of 
the famous "Shasnock Pur
chase." He died in 1756 in his 
83rd year. His wife died in 
1762 at 90 years of age. Simeon 
Babcock, his grandson (born 
1745) lived on west side of Shan-
nock Hill where he built and 
operated a tannery, etc. He was 
drowned at Charlestown Beach. 

A Samuel Barber came for 
England and settled in what is 
now Richmond about 1714. He 
had a son Caleb who died in 
1816, aged 92 years. Samuel 
had sons, Caleb, Elder Ben
jamin and Moses. 

Caleb lived where Deacon J.C. 
Baker lived in 1889. 

In 1774 there were only 185 
families in Richmond located in 
the villages of Wyoming. Hope 
Valley, Woodville, Wood River, 
Carolina, Shannock, Clark's 
Mills, Kenyonville, Usquepaug, 
Arcadia and Barberville (all of 
them partially in adjoining 
towns though) and Richmond 
Switch, Willow Valley and Hills
dale with around 1257 people. 
Anyone know about these oth

er small ones: Great Woods, 
Buttonwood Corner, Great Mea-1 

dow, Red Dirt, Quarrelsome 
Corners, Moore Town, Black j 
Ground, Feather Bed Lane and 
Devil's Punch Bowl? 

The largest number of people 
in Richmond (up to 1889) was 
in year of 1870 — 2064 people. 

There was no record of when' 
the first grist or saw mills 
were built. There were some, 
for traces of dams (made of 
wood) and walls of mills are 
there that were used when Rich-' 
mond was part of Westerly.' 

They were mostly on small 
streams. 

In the early part of 1880, Arch
ibald Barber and Gardner Nich
ols had a wagon shop near prop-
livid W h € r e C a l e b B a r b * r 

There is more to follow about 
Town of Richmond which if 
quite interesting to me. 

Hope this is interesting. 
81 Chilson Street 
Springfield 8, Mass. 
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bounty for taking the place of 
a draftee for Civil War. 

There were several mills m 
Town of Richmond, but during 
the early years of Richmond's 
history, manufacturies for wool 

Here is continuation about 
Town of Richmond, R . I . : 

Seems that the disposition of 
lands in the Town of Richmond 
was a difficult matter for years 
and the General Assembly ap- l u 

pointed a committee to dispose | a n <j cotton^werrunlmown'in'the 
t lands held by author-[country. The clothing of inhabi 

ity of the Colony. How many 
of those who were purchasers 
became actual settlers on these 
lands is not now known. But, 
many of the family names ap
pear in the subsequent history 
of this town. 

tants was manufactured by 
hand. Every farmer devoted a 
plot of ground to the raising of 
flax, and raised sheep, whose 
fleece furnished material for 
the garments. Wool and flax 
had to be prepared and made 

Richmond, before becoming a iinto yarn. The farmers wives 
town was quite a section of wove cloth on wooden looms by 
wilderness with a history. 

One Nicholas Holley is report 
hand, such was the way the 
old settlers survived. First cot-

ed a, one of its earliest settlers ton factory was M V t to 1810 
in town, near Glen Rock 

One Joshua Clarke was quite 
an early resident on east side 
of Beaver River. 

Benjamin Perry bought in 
1747 the farm where Hon. H.P 

at Hope Valley. Wyoming had 
a mill about 1814, Arcadia had 
a mill in 1836, and owned by 
the Spragues and Harrises of 
Providence. 

Carolina had a grist mill in 
Clarke now lives (1889) who i m built by one Joseph Nichols, 
was great-grandson of Joshua There was only one house in 
Clarke. . that vicinity at that time. In 

The first town meeting of ig4i Rowland Hazard bought 
Richmond, as a town was held the property where girst mill 
August 28, ten days after ac t ' n a ( j D e e n > a D 0 U t 300 acres, and 
of incorporation. Capt. Richard • built many of the buildings that 
Bailey was chosen Moderator. | w e r e there (1889). He built mill 
James Adams and Stephen | f o r manufacture of cotton cloth, 
Richmond were chosen to r e - i D u t j n ig69, the mill was bought 
ceive the votes. At this town a n d c a u e d Carolina Mills Corn-
meeting John Webster w a s | p a n y _ manufacturers of fancy 
chosen Town Clerk for the re- cashmeres. Shannock had first 
mainder of the year, and Joseph c otton mill in 1834. Kenyon 
Enos was chosen treasurer. Millfl had saw mill in 1772 and 

John Webster, Capt. R icha rd j n a d m]\\ a r 0 U n d 1800 for card-
Bailey, Joseph Hoxsie, James i n g w o o i t o be spun by hand. 
Adams, William Potter and Jo - | I n 1 8 2 0 Lewis Kenyon took over 
seph Clarke were chosen Town | m i l i . The Kenyon Mills were a 
jCouncilmen. Capt. Richard Bai 
ley and John Webster were 
chosen as deputies to attend 

very prosperous company 
Woodville was first called 

Perry's Iron Works. The com 
General Assembly to be held i - - -
in Kings County (now Washing-CTf »* l a c k s J n P o m t 

ton County) Judith and mixed with iron ore 
Here is something this townfe? j ? n d * a n d m a d e 

did. It was enacted by TownKJg T h e r * J * a £ W l ! »a m 

of Richmond by the freemen gallon who had woolen null at 
and free holders thereof. If any'^T' t p- h° U g ,. H ?u 
man who was pressed into h i s M l U # S a t *1C».mond ?Tl?h *J? 

I partner William Blakely who majesty's service as a soldier 
and was unwilling to go, the 
inhabitants of the town shall 
forthwith hire some able bodied 
man or men to go in their 
place or stead, or pay the ran 

later retired. Mr. Walton taking 
over full power. 

Every village in Town of 
Richmond had some kind of 
mill. Therefore, the Town of 

place or stead, or pay me ran- : R . h d ^came a very pros-
som for the impressed man or « £ j ™ ° t o w n b u i l t u p f r o m the 
men. The ransom1 or^h red man £ w i l d e r n e s s * l a t e 

or men, shall be paia oy a 1 1600s and early 1700s. 
Hope this is interesting. public town rate, to be assess

ed on the inhabitants of Town, 
of Richmond according to their 81 Chilson Street 
ratable estates, except the poll | Springfield 8, Mass 
money. 

By the way, this same thing 
was done in Civil War days, 
they called them bounty men. 

think, they received S300 I 


