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R I C H M O N D - It you take 
a mini—vacation this summer 
start your adventures in your own 
backyard at Richmond's Bell 
School. 

The one room school house, 
was used as the once-called 
District 9 school from 1826 to 
1934. 

The school, originally call
ed Hoxsie School was built by 
townsmen on a hill above Tug 
Hollow. Besides being used by 
the local children, the building 
served as a meeting house, and 
even had a small balcony for the 
church choir. 

Legend has it that Bell Wells 
Reynolds wanted to serve in the 
General Assembly and promised 
voters that if he won he would gel 
a bell for the school. 

Reynolds won the election 
and donated a bell to the school 
which was mounted on top. hence 
the name Bell School. 

. The school had benches all 
around the walls where the 
students sat and the windows 
were built high — too high for 
most of the students to see out of. 

Classes lasted from 9 in the 
morning until 4 in the afternoon 
and there were even night spell
ing lessons. 

The teacher would "board 
around" town and was paid a 
whooping $8 a month! 

B e l l school has been 
documented by the state historical 
society and wi th in these 
documents one finds stories of 
children walking a mile or even 
two miles to school; in snow or 
rain. 

There are stories of swit
chings that would now be con
sidered child abuse. One histor) 
book tells of a teacher who even 
had a rawhide whip she used to 
execute apparently with much 
skills around the ankles of the 
misbehavors. 

In 1938 after the completion 
of the current Richmond Elemen
tary School, each one room 
school house in the town was sold 
at auction. 

The Bell School was sold to 
the De Coppett Estate which later 
donated the school to the State 
Division of Parks and Recreation 
and then in 1952 the school 
became an historical site. 

In 1971 the building was 
moved to its present site because 
of vandalism and is now being 
restored by the State Department 
of Natural Resources and the 
Richmond Historical Society. 

So i f you're looking for a lit
tle history this summer work your 
way out to the old Bell school. I f 
you would like to Find out more 
information about the school and 
the Richmond area the Langwor-
thy Public Library in Hope 
Valley has all the information you 
need. 


