
NEW C H I E F — Neil Place Sr. of Wyoming 
(center), appointed chief of the Richmond Police 
Department last night by the Town Council, is 

shown receiving congratulations from two mem
bers of the police commission, Councilmen Ron
ald J . Richard (left) and Robert E . Kenyon. 

(Sun Photo) 

Neil Place Heads Richmond Police Dept. 
Neil Place Sr. , of Wyoming, 

deputy chief of the Richmond 
Police Department, was named 
chief by the Town Council last 
night to succeed the late Edwin 
Cahoon. 

Place, a IZ-yeaf Member of 
t h e R i c h m o n d P o l i c e 
Department and deputy under 
the late Chief Cahoon for the 
past year, was the unanimous 
choice to fill the vacancy in 
the top post of the department. 

The new chief w a s 
administered the oath of office 

immediately by Town Clerk 
Mrs. Hazel Dyson and pledged 
to perform the duties of his 
office to the best of his ability. 

Anthony Dobroski J r . , of Main 
Street, Wyoming was appointed 

"ITepiity chief to replace Chief 
Place. He will be sworn in at 
a later date, having been unable 
to attend the council meeting 
last night. 

Councilman R o n a l d J . 
Richard, a member of the 
Richmond Police Commission, 
told the council it recommended 

the appointment of Place as the 
town's new police chief. 

In explaining the police setup 
in the town, Council President 
Herbert L . Arnold praised the 
late Chief Cahoon a« ~a dedicated 
man who had a knack for 
organization, and pointed to the 
list of constables selected by 
Cahoon to carry on the duties 
of the department. 

Arnold expressed confidence 
the constables will support Chief 
Place in the same manner they 
had supported Chief Cahoon. 

The police chief's post in 
Richmond is a part time job 
and pays $75 a month. 
Constables are paid on an hourly 
basis. 

Arnold i n d i c a t e d that 
Richmond is rapidly drawing to 
the position where it soon must 
have a full time police chief. 
Years ago, he said, this seemed 
something far out of the 
ordinary for Richmond, but now 
because of changing times and 
condition."!, appears to becoming 
more of a reality. 

I n other appointments last 
niyht, delayed from last month's 
meeting, were the following 
constables: Frank Cornelius, 
Fred W. Smith. 3rd.: William 
C. Watson. Horace Sheldon J r . , 
Frank Lilligren. Walter Johnson, 
Kenneth W. Cahoon, Ronald 
Spencer, Arthur Pelchat Sr . , 
William Ainsworth and Donald 
Murphy. 

Appointed special constables 
were. E a r l Smith, George 
Barber, Joseph T . Colozzi, 
Frank Cregan, F r e d e r i c k 
Feeney, Richar Stanton, Frank 
Burgess. Dewey La wing. Senek 
Newman an Kleber Cahoon. 

Th following fire police were 
a l s o a p p o i n t e d o n 
recommendations of t h e i r 
respective fire chiefs: George 
Ladd and Robert Holloway, 
Charlestown-Richmond; Irving 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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Chief, Supervisor 
Take Oath Sunday 

By A . J . A L G I E R 
Sun Staff Editor 

RICHMOND - I t s official. 
Richmond has its first full-time 
police chief and highway 
supervisor. 

R e t i r e d W a r w i c k Police 
Department Det. Capt. Ronald 
Carter, 43, of East Greenwich is 
the community's first full-time 
police department employee in 
its 242-year history. 

Robert Kenyon became the 
town's first full-time highway 
supervisor having served as part-
time supervisor for many years. 

The beginning of a new era was 
celebrated with a swearing-in 
ceremony Sunday afternoon at 
the Town Hall with about 100 
local and state officials, as well 
as families of the new officials. 

Town Clerk Patricia Valliere 
conducted the official swearing-
in as Carter, in full dress uniform 
and Kenyon promised to be "true 
and faithful" to their duties. 

Neither Kenyon, nor Carter 
will have an "official" building 
until the municipal building on 
Buttonwoods Road, near the town 
transfer station, is completed. 

Carter will use the second floor 
of the town hall as his base. 

According to Carter's four-
year contract, he will be required 
to move to town within two years 
and will be paid a salary of 
$28,500 this year. 

Kenyon has yet to sign a 
contract. He is waiting for a 
ruling from the Ethics Commis
sion on whether he can retain his 
business Kenyon Brothers, which 
previously contracted the high
way work. His salary is expected 
to be $30,000 to $35,000. 

Carter plans to increase his 

part-time force to 20 to ensure 
more patrol hours within the 
constraints of the current budget: 

Carter said Sunday he is 
"enthusiastic" about the job, 
admitting he will be facing a 
"challenge" in creating the 
department. 

The chief view's his position as 
a "unique" opportunity at his 
age. At 43, he said, it is unusual to 
be able to have worked as a 
police officer for 21 years and 
then to become a chief. 

Carter is a Viet Nam veteran 
who rose through the ranks of the 
Warwick Police Department, 
retiring as detective captain. He 
had recently emerged in the 
limelight as one of the men 
instrumental in arresting Craig 
Price who admitted to murdering 
a woman and her two children. 

Carter, however, hopes to shed 
that image and create a new, 
positive image for the Richmond 
Police Department which has 
suffered from a poor image in 
recent years. 

Carter replaces Neil Place who 
served as the town's part-time 
chief for two decades. Place is 
currently finishing two weeks of 
paid vacation. 
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SWEARING-IN APPLAUSE — State and local officials gathered 
at Richmond Town Hall Sunday afternoon to participate in a 
swearing-in ceremony for the town's first full-time police chief 

Ronald Carter (above, left) and highway supervisor Robert Ke 
nyon (right). <Sun Photos by Daniel Hviand 1 


