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Kenyon 
By Charles J. Edmonds 

The Village of Kenyon is in the north-east part of Richmond, R . I . 
Richmond was divided from Charles town on August 18, 1747. The first settlers 
of Richmond were John Babcock and Mary Lawton. The i r first child was 
James Babcock. 

There were no school houses in the town, but several families would 
establish a schooL The schools, usually kept in a large room, having a fireplace 
:rom six to ten feet in length and four to six feet in height. Round the 
» alls of the room on three sides wide boards were fastened at a suitable 
height and inclination for a wri t ing desk, in front of which were seats 
made of long lanks. 

Kenyon's Mills m was situated on the main line of the New Y o r k , 
Providence & Boston Railroad, and as early as 1772 a saw mi l l and an iron 
manufactory existed where the mills are now located. T h e property was 
then deeded by Samuel Stuart toChristopher Clark. T h e factory when first 
built was for the purpose of carding wool into rolls to be spun by hand. 
Connected with this was a fulling mil l and cloth dressing apparatus. A 
« n by the name of "Mallard" built a factory of this kind here, which was 
mbsequently known as Holburton's Mills. In 1820 Lewis Kenyon 
purchased the estate of Thomas Holburton, and continued the business as 

dresser unti l his death. A copartnership was then formed by his sons, 
S. and Elijah Kenyon, who operated the mil l . They continued the 
dressing for a short time, but soon put in spinning and weaving 

lines and commenced to manufacture cloth. In 1844 they erected a 
mill , more complete and with better facilities. Th i s they operated 
Elijah Kenyon bought his brother's interest in the property. In 1862 

erected a spacious building near the mi l l , for the purpose of carrying on 
rral store business in connection wi th the manufacturing. 

In 1863 C . B . Coon was admitted as a partner, and business was conducted 
ier the firm name of Kenyon & Coon. I n 1864 new tenement houses were 
k for the operatives, and in 1866 a cotton mill was built for the manufacture 
xxton yarns, to be used in the goods that were being manufactured, they 
Botore having purchased yarns needed in the manufacture of their goods, of 
er parties. 

A new dye house was also built at this time, with increased facilities for 
and scouring wooL The water power being insufficient after the new mill 

built, an engine was put in capable of giving sufficient power to run all the 
if necessary, independent of the power derived from the waterwheeL The 

eerf the firm was changed in 1881 from Kenyon & Coon to E . Kenyon and 
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Son, John S. Kenyon being admitted to an interest in the business. The mills 
now have a capacity of eight sets, and was operated after the death of M r. 
Kenyon in 1881, by his son John S. Kenyon. 



A post office' was established at this place, and the postmaster was Levi 
J - Cornell, who was also worthy master of Grange No. 6. 

I n January, 1889, a railroad station 5. was established here, which was 
• H i e d "Kenyon Station." 

I n 1844 they built their "new milF', the Holburton name was dropped and 
«tt community was referred to as "Kenyon's Mills." No one seems to know just 
•fcen the name Kenyon replaced Kenyon's Mills; the railway station is still 

in N Y N H &H time table as Kenyon's. 
The second period of expansion occurred some twenty years later when 

frhph Kenyon built his general store (1862), houses for his help (1863) and the 
mmer building (1866) for the manufacture of cotton yarns. The business, now 
ran it il on as E . Kenyon and Son, continued to be successful and further 

ins ion occurred with the erection of the freight house (1889) and the 
•letion of the "big mill" (1894) for spinning and weaving woolen goods. 

The Kenyon firm went out of business in 1914. The plant was then used by 
n * E astern Finishing Company for finishing awning and waterproofed fabrics. 
Wfcen they left in 1934 George P. Clark of Shannock started to put the 
handings in a good state of repair. When the "Kenyon Piece Dyeworks" took 
••er die property in 1936 the renovation and improvements continued and are 
wM going on — for the purpose of making this one of most modern and best 
•Hipped plants in the country. 

The village of Kenyon is part of the town of Richmond but a portion of the 
Beayon Plant is situated in Charlestown. When the "'Big M i l l " was 

•••Hructed, the course of the river (Pawcatuck) was diverted and this led to a 
a c . x between the two towns as to how much of the property was in each 

ship since the Pawcatuck River was the original boundary between the 
K. This was finally settled by an act of the Genral Assembly in January 
I This fixes the boundary along the old river bed and places about half of 
'xnishing Room in Charlestown. Kenyon itself is in the heart of famous 
b County, the loveliest part of Rhode Island, still largely unspoiled by 
em industrial development I f you are not already a resident of South 
*y we hope you will like our community so well that you will want to locate 
permanently. 

In 1969, Mr. Raymond Curtis, Chairman of the Kenyon Piece 
orks-Peace Dale Processing Company, commented in "The Kenyon 

Leaf," "Every year, as Christmas comes around, I remember wi th 
ide Mr. George P. Clark's generous offer which permitted two-to 

•unknowns to take over the Kenyon mil l . Since then 33 Christmases 
t come and gone, and there is only a handful of us left who saw the 
••lings of T h e Kenyon Piece Dyeworks. It would be quite fitting if we 
•ers got together with George P. and gave a heartfelt rendition of 
i Lang Syne - fitting, but perhaps not very beautiful!" 
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