
SOURCE OF PROBLEM — The state Department of Transportation drained the pond in Alton in order to begin repairs to the Alton Dam. However, the drainage also resulted in a foul odor causing residents of the village to keep all their windows closed over the 

weekend, and numerous complaints lodged with state and local officials. The repairs are expected to be completed by late October. 
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Alton Dam Repairs Started- Foul Odor Detected 
By RAY HACKETT ALTON — The state Department of Transportation is the agency responsible for draining the pond in the village which has resulted in numerous complaints from nearby residents of "a foul smelling odor". The pond was drained Friday in order to repair the Alton Dam. However, the result has also produced a foul odor which forced residents to keep all their windows closed during the weekend. Several area residents call The Sun complaining of the smell. The odor could be detected as far as the Alton Fire Station on Route 91, prompting many complaints to state and local officials 

over the weekend. John Cronan of the state Department of Environmental Management Fish and Wildlife Division said this morning he received "numerous calls" at his home over the weekend complaining of the situation. Cronan, who lives in Richmond, said he was aware the work "would be done soon, but I had no idea it was going to happen this weekend." The last time the pond was 

drained was 15 years ago. An official with the DOT Construction Department said this morning the smell "is something that is to be expected." Ronald Patalano said the drainage of the pond was part of the preparation work necessary prior to actual reconstruction and repair to the dam. "The smell is just one of those things that happens. There's not much anyone can do about it and it will go away when the work is completed and the pond is refilled," Patalano said. The project is expected to be completed by Oct. 24. The reconstruction and repairs are being completed by Univer-

sial Construction Company c Johnston. The $47,000 project i financed completely by the state 
The project includes th rehabilitation of the dam, repair to structural concerte, patchin; and replacement of timbers. Th project should not pose any pre blems to traffic flow, accordinj to Patalano. Workers will refill the pom once the work on the dam is com pleted, and that should eliminat the odor, according to Patalano 


