
LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE — Richmond retailer 
Jim Fleming surveys his Stilson Road acerage from just in front 
of the new Flemings Department Store. Fleming expects the 

new store will be open in October 
(Sun Photo by Daniel Hyland) 

Fleming Goes East — About Half a Mil 
By MICHELLE HIRSCH 

Sun Staff Writer 
WYOMING - Along with the 

dust, a drive down Stilson Road 
kicks up questions about the fate 
of that pivotal portion of 
Richmond. 

By opening a shopping center 
this fall, a local retailer-turned-
developer adds his spin to the 
wheel. 

Having sold one acre to McDo
nalds Corporation, H. James 
Fleming plans to move his 
department store to another 
part of his 11.5 acre parcel at 
the intersection of Stilson Road 
and Route 138. 

His 30.000-square-foot store 
will be about the size of the 
nearby A&P supermarket, 
which covers 34,000 square feet. 

While Fleming is confident 
he'll be able to lease the remain
der of the 40,000-square-foot 
center, he said chain stores 
have been reluctant to move 
into what they consider such a 
remote location. 

"They don't understand the 
demographics. It's hard to 
explain that people will drive 
from North Stonington or Jewett 

City or Coventry. Most of the 
chains are used to going into 
denser populations," he says. 

Much of the demographic 
information the chain stores 
look at are projections based on 
the\1980 census, he said. He 
hopes the 1990 census will prove 
to the chains that the area grew 
faster than most people would 
have thought back in 1980. 

He was one of the people who 
saw the growth coming. He 
believed the area would boom 
and residents would be willing 
to spend the money for brand-
name merchandise, instead of 
discount goods. 

He opened Fleming's Depart
ment store in the Chariho Shop
ping Center in 1968. 

"I like to think we provide 
what people are looking for 
rather than what we think they 
should be looking for ... we've 
tried to fit in between stores like 
K-Mart and stores like you 
would find in a mall," he said. 

As owner of a private 
company, he would not reveal 

just how successfull, in dollars, 
the 12,000 square-foot store has 
been. But, there ws enough left 
over to buy the Stilson Road 
parcel in 1986. 

"We outgrew our store some
time ago," he said. If his 
company didn't open a store at 
the Stilson Road location, he 
reasoned, someone else would. 

He expects the new building to 
be ready at the end of Septem
ber. He would like to move his 
store into its new home by late 
October. 

Fleming already leased a 

small portion of the remaininj 
space to a seafood market an< 
is looking for other tenants. 

He and his wife sat down on 
night to discuss types of busi
ness the area needed: a hair 
salon, a family shoe store, a 
card and gift shop, a physical 
fitness center, a career-clothii 
store for women. 

He plans a phase two of the 
shopping center eventually, 
which he would like to lease U 
supermarket. "I can already : 
we (the department store) an 
going to need more space." 



Fleming's 
Department Store 

HAS MOVED! 
to our new store at Wyoming Commons 
(behind McDonald's,corner of Rt. 138 & Stilson Rd. 

Take exit 3A, off 1-95 in Wyoming, RI) 
Come See Our New 30,000 sq. ft. Store 

and remember.... 
We are the friendly, shopping alternative 

to large, impersonal malls! 

^Fantastic Holiday Specials! Th 
We have the brands your family wants ^ 

in toys, gifts, clothing, home appliances and more! 
Large selection of Ninja Turtle toys! 
Hallmark cards and specialty items 

Complete True Value Hardware Department | 
• • • 

Look for our circulars in your mailbox! 
f̂fl£ (401)539-2345 


