
Group forms to aid 
By JENNIFER HOBOTH Sun Staff Writer RICHMOND — A group of residents is forming the Richmond Community Policing Association to work with the olice department. 

The association will hold an organizational meeting Thursday, June 16 at 7 p.m. at the police station on Buttonwood Road. 
Nancy Pirnie, a founding member of the association, said the idea came after a fund-raising barbecue dinner held earlier this month to benefit the police department. 
The dinner, held at the Alton Fire Station, raised about $400 for the police department, Pirnie said. The association will continue to meet and decide how to spend the money. 
Pirnie said she hopes the association can foster town-wide in

volvement with the police department. About 25 people said they may join the association. The goal, with the guidance of Police Chief Raymond Driscoll, is "to bring together people to help have a safe and community-oriented environment for the town," Pirnie said. 
Organizers said the privately run association will sponsor youth-oriented events, such as dances for teen-agers, with the money it will raise. 
"It's just getting off the ground," Driscoll said. "I'm just helping them out," he said. 
The group recognizes that the police department, which operates from 8 a.m. to midnight, may net have the funds or the manpower to do everything it would like, she said. 
An attempt to create a 24-hour 

Richmond police police department at the Financial Town Meeting on June 4 failed by six votes. 
Pirnie said people who move are sometimes unaware the police department does not cover the town after midnight. When the new residents find out the state police are covering the town, along with other areas in South County, they become concerned, Pirnie said. 
The idea for the group started when Irwin "Chappy" Pierce organized the Friends of the Richmond Police Department, Pirnie said. 
Pierce organized the fundraiser dinner, she said, and since then interest has grown. 
"It's basically concerned citizens of the town and it has snowballed," she said. "We've had a good response and people 

seem committed." Driscoll said he thinks the association is a good idea. "Hopefully it will give the kids some constructive things to do," he said. 
The department plans to get involved with the youth in the tri-town area in the fall with a different approach, Driscoll said. The department will have an officer trained to participate in the federal Drug Awareness Resistance Education (DARE) program by September. 
The DARE program involves police officers visiting schools to talk to students about the dangers of getting involved with drugs and alcohol. 
Charlestown and Hopkinton each have an officer trained to present the DARE program in the Chariho School District. 


